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To the rosa Bolten 


E Pe of te loin Let 
ters is too well acquainted with hu« 
man Nam to be in the leaſt ſurpriſed at 
the reception they have met with; that is, 
that they have been much liked, much cen- 
ſured, and little aſſented to: T ruth, he 
knows, has at all times been ſo received; ; 
for, tho? by her native beauty ſhe is ſure to 
charm, yet from her repugnancy to moſt 
mens intereſts ſhe is ſeldom welcome : po- ; 
liticians are afraid of her, parties deteſt her, 
and all profeſſions agree, that ſhe is mad, 


and very dangerous if ſuffered to go about 
Shot | in 
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tell him, that it is every man's duty, who 


yours, however inſignificant, to leave it a 
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1 PRBFACE. 
in publick : he knows, that mankind live 
all in maſquerade, and that whoever pre- 
ſumes tocome amongſt them barefaced muſt 
expect to be abuſed by the whole Aﬀembly: 
he could therefore have no motive for thus 
imparting his free fentiments to the publick, 
except the dictates of his own heart, which 


comes into the world, to uſe his beſt endes 


much wiſer, and as much better as he cat 
Induced by this motive alone he ar firſt un. 
dertook this Inquiry; and now, actuated by 
the ſame principle, and unprovoked by all 
the ſenſeleſs miſapprehenſions, and malici. 
ous miſconſtructions, with which it ha 
been tortured, he will here, with all pol: 
fable conciſeneſs, endeavour to explain thok 
parts of it, which have been ſo miſunder- 


ſtood, or miſrepreſented, and give ſatisfac- | 
: tion 


F 


PREFACE A 
| live tion to all, who reeicher able or ile © 


Pre- 
muſt 
nbly: 
thus 
blick 
# hich 
who 
ndea- 
eit a 
e can. 
ſt un. 
ed by 
by al 
1alici- 
t hal for this neceſſity of Evil, the real exiſtence 
f  paradiſiacal ſtate is repreſented as at all 
imes impoſſible; and conſequently, the 

oſaick account of that ſtate is utterly ex- 


underſtand it. 


The firſt ap treats of Evils in gene 


owe their exiſtence, not to any voluntary 
admiſſion of a benevolent Creator, but to 
the neceſſity of their own natures, that is, to 
the impoſlibility of excluding them from 


trived, they muſt have, and muſt: at all 
times have had a place. Againſt this, but 
one material objection has been urged; 


tal, and endeavours to prove, that chey all 


any ſyſtem of created beings whatever; and 
that in all ſuch ſyſtems, however wiſely con- 


which is this, that, in order to make room 2 


FNoded, on which the whole fabrick of the 
"M4 Chriſ- | 


, 
- — — — _ — —— . —M— 


i PREFACE. 
| Chriſtian Religion is erected. Ho far the 


2 here decided; becauſe not the leaſt mention 
of it is made 1 in this Letter: and therefore 


4 take. The argument there made uſe of, is 
| juſtify the goodneſs of God from the intro- 


beginning there was no ſuch thing, but that 
: at firſt, - all creation came out of his omni 
potent hand, endued with abſolute perfett 
on, and free from all Evil, both Natural and 
moral: to ſhew, that this was an aricieti 


Metamorphoſis, deſcribing the Golden Ag 
in ſuch a ſtate of perfect happineſs and in 


literal belief of that account. is eſſential to 
the true faith of a Chriſtian, need not be 


this objection is intirely founded on à mii 
only this, that ſome have endeavoured to 


duction of Evil, by aſſerting, that at the 


opinion, ſome lines are quoted from Ovid! 


tl 
nocence; on which the Author, thinkin 


them to be no part of any one 's Creed, im 
| gin 


PREFACE: 9 
end Himſelf at liberty to obſerve, that 
From the nature of man, and the nature ß 
his terreſtrial globe, which he inhabits, the 
cal exiſtence of ſuch a ſtate ſeemed impoſ- 
ible ; and therefore, that theſe deſcriptions ' | | 
pf it could be nothing more, than amuſing = - "i 
dreams, and inchanting fables. This bears ; | 
ot the leaſt reference to the Moſaick Ag © | 
ount of Paradiſe, i in which ſuch a State Wy 
abſolute perfection, void of all Evil, is ſo. 
ar from being deſcribed, that the Serpent, 
or the Devil, the parent of all Evil, is one 
of the principal characters of that Hiſtoryz | 
phich therefore by no means contradicts - 


the propoſition here aſſerted. 


The ſecond Letter undertakes to ſhew, | 
that Eyils of Imperfection are in truth no 
WE vils at all; but only the abſence of com- 
parative good, reſulting ſolely from the ne- 

| B 3 Ba r | 


* 


vio PREFACE: 
| cellary inferiority of ſome Beings with te · 


gard to others, which cannot be prevented 
in a ſyſtem of creation, whoſe very. eſſence 


'_ conſiſts in a chain of ſubordination, de- 


ſcending from infinite perfection to abſ- 
lute nothing. To this likewiſe one objec» 
tion only has been made; which is, that no 
ſuch chein of ſubordinate Beings, reaching 
from infinite perfection to abſolute nothing, 
can; in fact, exiſt; for this notable reaſon; 
| becauſe no being can approach next to inſi- 
nite perfection; nor any be contiguous to 
nothing. But this argument being no more 

than a quibble on. metaphyſical terms, to 
| which no preciſe ideas are affixed, neither 


deſerves, nor is capable of an anſwer, 


The third Letter treats of Natural Evils; 
and attempts to ſhew that moſt of thek, 


which we complain of, are derived like 
| wis 


PREFACE W 
wiſe. from the ſame ſource ; that is, from 
the imperfection of our natures, and our 


ſtation in the univerfal fyſtem: to this are 


added three conjectures ; Grit, that many of 

our miſeries may be owing to ſome ſecret, 
but invincible diſpoſition in the nature af 
things, that renders it impraRticable to pro- 
duce pleaſure excluſive of pain; a certain 
degree of which muſt therefore be endured 
by individuals, for the happineſs and well- 
being of the whole : ſecondly, that many 
other of our miſeries may be inflicted on us 
by the agency of ſuperior Beings, to whale | 
benefit they may poſſibly be as conducive 
as the deaths and ſufferings of inferior ani- 
mals are to ours: and, laſtly, that by the 
ancient doctrine of Tranſmigration, the mi- 
ſeries, which for the ſake of general utility 
we are obliged to ſuffer in one life, may be 
recompenſed in another, and ſo the divine 


B 4 good- 


ww PRE FACE. 
goodneſs be ſufficiently juſtified from the 
admiſſion of them all. To every one of 
| theſe ſome objections have been made: 
a againſbthe firſt it has been alledged, that 
this impracticahility to produce pleaſure, 
without pain, whence ariſes this utility of 
the ſufferings of individuals for the good 
of the whole, is ' meerly a production of 
the Author's own daring imagination, 
founded on no reaſon, and ſupported by 
no proof. To which he anſwers, that he 
propoſes it as a conjecture only; but cannot 
think it ill- founded, ſince it is confirmed 
15 by the appearance of every thing around 
f us, and ſince it is reaſonable to believe, 
that a benevolent Creator would not have 
permitted his creatures to have ſuffered on 
any other terms. In. ridicule of the ſe- 
cond r i has been aſked, with an 
air 


PREFACE * 


credible, that ſuperior beings ſhould ride, 

or hunt, or roaſt, or eat us, as we make 
uſe of inferior animals? Which queſtion is 
moſt properly to be anſwered by another: 
whether, in the unbounded ſyſtem of crea- 
tion, there may nor be numberleſs methods, | 


ſubſervient to each others uſes, totally above 


ion, | 
by the reach of our comprehenſions? To 
be doubt of which would be like the incredy-. 


lity of the ignorant peaſant, who can ſcarce 


thing in the world, ſome ſpecimen of which 
he has not beheld within the narrow limits 
of his own pariſh. To the laſt it is objected, 
that the doctrine of Tranſmigration being 
only the fanciful and exploded opinion of 
ſome ancient Philoſophers, in the times of 
darkneſs, ought not, by the Author, to 
Wt. | have \ 


ir of humour, whether we can chink it | 


by which beings of different orders may be 


be perſuaded to believe that there is any 8 
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have been here advanced in direct contra» 
diction to the faith and tenets of the Chriſ- 
tian religion : to which he replies, that he 
neither propoſes this doctrine as an article 


of his own belief, or impoſes it on others; 


but mentions it only as the moſt rational 


by ſupernatural aſſiſtance concerning a tus 
ture ſtate: that it is confirmed by Revela- 
tion he does not pretend, but that it directij 


contradicts it, by no means appears; fo f- 


lent are the Scriptures concerning the ſtate 
of the ſoul between death and the reſurrecti- 


on, that the moſt learned divines ſtill widely 


differ on that ſubject; ſome maintaining that 
it enters immediately into a ſtate of retribu · 


tion z others, of ſleep; and others, of pur. 


gation from paſt offences : why therefore 
is it more repugnant to the ſenſe of theſe 


writings, to ſuppoſe, that it may poſſibly 


animate 


PREFACE. * 


animate other bodies during that period, 
and, at the laſt day, receive ſuch puniſh- 
ments or rewards as is due on the whole 
account of its paſt behaviour? Thus the 
probability of every one of theſe conjectures 
ſeems to be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and they 
appear perfectly conſiſtent with reaſon, and 
not at all contradictory to revelation, 


The fourth Letter endeavours to account 
for Moral Evil: the moſt arduous part of 
the whole undertakiog z to which end it at- 
tempts to ſhew, that the common opinion, 
which derives it ſolely from the abuſe of 
free will in man, is ineffectual for that pur - 
poſe; and that therefore, though its very 
eſſence conſiſts in the production of natu- 
ral Evil, yet it could never have been ad- 
mitted into the works of a juſt and bene - 
ficent Creator, if it had not ſome remote 
and collateral tendency to univerſal good, 

| by 


42 7 a rA 


by anſwering forms? ends beneficial to the 
immenſe and incomprehenſible whole: 

one of which may poſſibly be the conver- 
ſion of unpreventable miſeries into juſt pu- 
niſhment by the production of guilt, with- 
out which they muſt have been inflicted 
| on perfect innocence. To this account of 
the Origin of Moral Evil, not only many 
weighty objections have been made, but 
on it many imputations have been laid, of 
a moſt formidable nature, as that it makes 
God the cauſe of all wickedneſs, deſtroys 
Free- will in man, and conſequently roots 
up the foundation of all Virtue and Mora: 


lity whatever; and it is, moreover, charged 
with inconſiſtency and ſelf-contradi&ion 
throꝰ every part. To all this the Author 
replies only, that he is affured, that, if any, 
intelligent reader vill peruſe the whole Let. 


ter together with candor, and attention, f it 
| | will 
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will evidently. appear that theſe accuſations - | 
are entirely groundleſs. He makes no man- 
ner of doubt, but that man is endued wit 
Free- will, and is juſtly puniſnhable for the 


abuſe of it; and hopes he has ſo expreſſed 
himſelf, through this whole piece, as to 
leave no uncertainty of his opinion on that 
queſtion : all he means is, that though the 
abuſe of Free-will is undoubtedly the im- 
mediate cauſe of Moral Evil, yet it cannot 
from thence derive its original; admiſſion 
into the works of a benevolent Creator; 
becauſe man, not being a ſelf-exiſtent and 
independent being, muſt receive that Will 
itſelf, together with his nature and forma- 


tion, from the ſupreme Author of all things: 

for which reaſon he cannot apprehend, that 
the general wickedneſs of mankind - can 
be an accident proceeding from their unfore- 


ſeen wrong elections, by which the whole | 
SE 


wr PREFACE. 
| benevolent ſyſtem ia defeated; but muſt be 
a part, and a material part too, of the ori- 
ginal plan of creation, wiſely calculated by W 
the incomprehenſible operations of vice, and i 
puniſhment, to promote the good and hap- 
pineſs of the whole. For, to aſſert, that any 
thing has happened which God did not in: 
tend, or that he intended any thing which 
did not happen, is a language, which may 
be allowed to the Poet, or the Orator, but 
never to the Philoſopher ; ; unleſs we can ſups 
pole, chat Omniſcience can be diſappointed, 
and Omnipotence defeated. As to Incon- 
ſiſtency, he denies not the charge; but be- 
lieves he is not more inconſiſtent than all 
who have undertaxen to write on the ſame 


ſubject: the Scriptures themſelves are guil- 
ty of the ſame ſceming inconſiſtency on this 
head; they all repreſent Man as a Being 
perlectiy free, puniſhable, and puniſhed for 

1 his 
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_ SSVERSSEE 
is miſbehaviour ; yet as conftantly ſpeak 
m as a creature deriving all his thought, 
|, and diſpoſitions from his Creator, and 
er his perperual influence, anddireRtion: 
the appearance of inconſiſtency in which 
vo propoſitions, both undoubtedly true, 
proceeds only from our ignorance in the na- 
ure, and limits of free-will, and divine in- 
Juence, and our inability to comprehend 


es hints are flung out, to ſhew that on 
the principles of the foregoing theory ſome 
of the moſt abſtruſe doctrines of the Chriſ- 
ian revelation, of original ſin, grace, pre- 
deſtination, and vicarious puniſhment might 
be rendered reconcileable to the ſtricteſt rea- 
ſon ; a propoſal from whence ſurely much 
advantage might accrue to the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity in general, and by which poſſi- | 
bly ſome articles of our own Church might 
be 


them. In the latter part of this Letter, a 


a} PREFACE. 
be proved 10 be much leſs incompatil i 
with common ſenſe than they are though 
to be by all thoſe, wha will not fubſcrib 
them, and by many, who do: with this 
two claſſes of men are particularly offen 

| ded; the rational, diſſenters, as they ple 
to call themſelves, and the Methodiſts: thi 
former of theſe having arbirratily expungelif 
out of their Bibles every thing, which api 
pears to them contraditory to reaſon, thallf 
is, to their own reaſon, or in other word 
every thing which they cannot underſtand 
are diſpleaſed to ſee-thoſe tenets explained 
which they have thought proper to reje#M 
the latter having embraced theſe very doi 
trines only becauſe they appeared unintel 
ligible, are unwilling to ſee them cleared up 
and afraid leſt thoſe dark and thorny cover 
ſhould be laid open, under which tha 


have ſo long ſheltered themſelves from th | 
| ray 
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PREFACE wi 5 
rays of N with eher of theſe all de- 20 4 


Yate would be Vain, and Uſeleſs, becauſe the 


oft, thougn for the moſt part honeſt, te- 
— and learned men, are unable. e 


omprehend any reaſoning, which ſoars | 
above the limits of their own confined lite- 


| | 
1 


5+ Wrature, and education ; and the others are 
unge determined to liſten to no reaſoning at all. 
ä | aving with all reaſon and common- -ſenſe 
m__ eclared eternal warkare. : 
words Y 


The deſign ofthe filth Lene to he; 
hat in the government of ſuch imperfe& 
reatures as men over each other there muſt 
de much unavoidable Evil: that all human 
governments, whether of the monarchical, 
popular, or mixed kinds, were at firſt foun- 
ded on force or intereſt, and muſt ever be 
ſupported by the ſame means, that is, by 
ITY or corruption, both of which 

C | « muſt 
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| 25 weed ! leſs can, they be eradicated. hy 


: be Eise by the : diminution of Moral E. 


; 1 fen d which is ever the moſt effec: 


of faction, ſhquld call up againſt the Auchor 


muſt be productiyg of innumerable Evi: 
that thele ought ot to be: imputed. ta G 
becauſe. he could, not not have prevented them 

5 withour the total alreration of human nx 


4 © 


vil, from which all Political Evils are def 
| tived ; and therefore that we ought quiet ü 
| ly to ſubmit to theſe Evils, when they. doi 
not ariſe to any intolerable degree, and t | 


apply Nr jncipalty that remedy to the faul 


tal, chat is, che; amendment of our on 
ik is no wonder, that a leſſon ſo diſagres i 
able. 0 the reſtleſs humours of moſt mei 
and ſo reppgnant , to; the, arts and end- 


many, opponents, whg, hays liberally bf 
Yom op bim che cles of an-cnemy:wl 


\ 


| 


Liberty, and an advocate for corruption; 
wich the ſame juſtice that a phy ſician might 
be ſtiled an enemy to health, and an ad · 


vocate for the gout, ho in that diſtemper 


convert it into a more dangerous diſenſe, 
All that be has aſſerted in this Letter a- 


mounts to no more than this: that no go- 
vernment can ſubſiſt without ſome princi- 


be governed without ſome means by which 


poſition, which ſeems as inconteſtible, as 
hat every effect muſt have a cauſe. That 
all government, muſt be diſagreeable to 
hoſe who are governed is demonſtrable 


ompulſion of individuals to act in ſuch a 
C's | man- 


"4 . k 
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preſcribes patience, and temperance, rather 
than ſuch inflaming medicines as might. 


ple of governing; that is, that men cannot 


heir obedience can be obtained; a pro- 


from the nature and eſſence of government 
tſelf, which being nothing more than a 
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neither wiſe nor honeſt enough to do from 


the ſuggeſtions of their own heads, or hearts, 


this compulſion muſt be contrary to both 


their judgments, and inclinations, and con · 
ſequently diſagtceable, and for that reaſon 
perpetually reſiſted : - ſome method mul 
therefore be made uſe of to overcome this 
reſiſtance, and what that method can be, 
except force, or intereſt, he cannot find out: 
he is an advocate for neither, except from 


their neceſſity; and, if any one will point 
out another, he will readily declare his dif 
TI of them both, 


The Gxth nt laſt letter provecds aper 
this ſame plan as the reſt, and endeavoun 
to ſhew, that religious Evils, that is, the 


defects ſo viſible in all humat religions 


and the miſchievous conſequences reſulting 
- from 
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from them, are not owing 'to- any want of 
wiſdom or goodneſs in our Creator, but 
proceed, like all others, from our nature, 
and ſituation, and the impracticability of 


giving a perfect religion to an imperſect 
creature. In order to explain this it was: 


eceſſary to point out the particular imper- 
fections, which in fact do exiſt in all human 
religions, whether natural or revealed ; not 
with any deſign to depreciate the one, or | 
to invalidate the authority of the other, but 

only to account for them conſiſtently witz 
God's wiſdom. and benevolence : - thoſe 
charged upon natural religion have been 
readily enough agreed to, but thoſe impu-· 
ted to revelation have offended many, who 
have from thence conſidered the whole of 


is dil. 


voun 


s, the this Inquiry as intended ſecretly to under- 
gion mine the foundations of Chriſtianity, than 
atriogMhich nothing can be more averſe from 


from the intentions as well as from the ſenti- 
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late deiſtical writers have attacked that re- 
gion ſo unfairly by inſinuating many ci 


all that he expreſſes, and nothing more: 


that facred inſtitution, that by it he intetided 


PREFACE. 
ments of the Author: but indeed many 


vils, which they dared not expreſs, that 
they have mads i it very difficult for any one 
to treat freely on that ſubject, without in- 
curring the ſuſpicion of the ſame inſince- 
rity: of all ſuch diſingenuous artifices the 
Author ſincerely declares his utmoſt derek: 
tation, and begs to be underſtood to mean 


he ſolemnly profeſſes, that by recounting 
theſe imperfections, he is ſo far from en- 
tertaining any ſecret deſigns deſtructive to 


not only to wreſt out of the hands of inf 
delity thoſe weapons, with which it has ever 
been moſt ſucceſsfully aſſaulted, but al 
ſd to obviate all thoſe doubts and difficul 


ties, which frequently occur to the mind 
Wt 


— — ——— ons EIA 7 OT oo or ee 


ren "alt 


| of kinking men, 'chough .n no | Abe, on 


viewing the deplorable ftare | in which all 
human religion has continued throughout | 
all ages, andthe ineffectual aſſiſtance 1 it has 
received even from this divine interpoſi- 
tion itſelf,, by no means exempted, from 
numberleſs Evils, and imperfections: to 
thoſe, who. perceive none of theſe Imper- 
fections, and conſequential Evils, he means 
not to write, nor deſires to let in any ne, 
light on their tender organs, which can 
ſerve only to diſturb their preſent repoſe 3 
nor does he aſpire to the honour of work- 
ing for thoſe middle ized underſtandings, 
who can be well tied with ready, madg ar- 
guments from every Pulpit : to the tearn- 
ed, impartial, ſagacious, | and ioquiſitive, | 
he alone applies, the eſtabliſhing one of 
whom in a rational and well-grqunded | be- 


lief of the Chriſtian Religion does more 
C 4 rea]. 


N Þ I? F. A GB. 


real ſervice to that cn; than the inliſting 
ALegions under that denomination whoſe im. 
moveable faith proceeds only from their ig. 
Torance that is, who believing withou 
any reaſon, can poſſibly have no reaſon 
for- doubting; | To account for the cor- 
ruption of religion it was neceſſary to ſpt· 
cify the particular abuſes, and abuſers of 
* and here the Author could ſcarcely 0 | 
verlook the Clergy : but he hopes that no- 
thing has eſcaped his pen, that can throy 


the leaſt reflection upon them as Clergy, 


but as men only, ſubject ta the ſame im 
perfections, and actuated by the ſame paß 
ſions as other men, and purſuing the end: 
of ſelf-intereſt and ambition by the ſame | 
paths, in which all others would have trod, 
conducted by the ſame temptations, and 
opportunities ; he has treated them with no 
more Freedom than he has done Princes and 
Pari 
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iſting Parliaments, Mioiſters and Patriots, Con- 


hing he has ſaid can bear the moſt diſtant 

elation to the preſent Clergy of this con- 
ry, whom he ſincerely thinks are a body 
Pf men as honeſt, learned, and unprejudi- 


gard. In another part of this Letter there 
s an aſſertion, which has given ſome of. 
ence; which is, that every religion muſt 


liſhed ; this has been thought a reflection 
pon all national churches, and a perſua- C 
jon to ſchiſm, and difſention ; but thoſe, 
ho think thus, totally miſapprehend the 
enor of this whole work, which endea- 
ours to prove, that eyery thing human 


muſt be attended with. Evils, which there- 
; CE fore 


guerors and Heroes, and his work would 
admit of no partiality; ſure he is, that no 


ed, as ever exiſted, and for vhoſe per- 
ons and profeſſion, he has the higheſt re- | 


de corrupted, as ſoon as it becomes efta- 5 


i PREFACE. 
Fore ought to be ſübmitted to with patienal 
And refignation z thar many iffiperfetionl 'l 
Vill adhere to all governments and ref 
ons in the hands of men, but that theleli 
unleſs they tiſe to an intolerable degreelf 
will not juſtify our reſiſtance to the one, of 
our diſſention from the other : the affertil 
itſelf, the Author cannot recratt, but 
inference, which he defires may be dr 
from it, is by no means favourable to diffi : 
tions, becauſe from them he can perceive i | 
remedy, which can accrue to theſe Eyilk 
for if it was every one's duty to defert 
national church on account of thoſe eh 
ruptions which proceed from its eftablilli 
ment, and this duty was univerſally cons 
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of theſe things mult neceſſarily follow; & 
ther that ſome diſſention of ſupetior purity 
which uſually ariſes from its being a diſſer 
_ tion, 
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atienc 
ei VWs 
religt 
t the 


o religion muſt be eſtabliſhed” at all: if 
he firſt of theſe methods ſhould take place, 
he end propoſed by it would by itſelf be en- 


One, d 
fertich 
ut 
draw! 
 diffen 
eive I 
Evils 
efert 
ſe cot 
tabliſh: 
y com: 


hat which was deſerted, and ſo the ſame 
eaſon would eternally remain for a new 
liſſention: if the latter ſhould be taken, 


ded reformation, that it would let i in ſuch 


dictory abſurdities, as muſt i in a ſhort time 
deſtroy not only all religion, but all peace, 
and morality whatever : of which no one 
w 3 ei can entertain the leaſt doubt, who is not 
puriigtotally unacquainted both with the nature, 


e! on 


differ and hiſtory of mankind. From whence i it 
tion, | 


3 


PREPACE.” ti 
jon, mult be eſtabliſhed in its room; or 


degree rely defeated ; becauſe that purer religion ; 
which was eſtabliſhed would by that very 
ſtabliſhment become equally corrupt with 


hat is, to eſtabliſh no religion at all 3 this 
vould be ſo far from producing the i inten- 


8 inundation of enthuſiaſm, and contra- N 
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is plain, that all diſſentions from a nation | 
5 church, not in itſelf ſinful, ariſe from 1gno- 
rancez that is, from a kind of ſhort-ſighted 
Th neſs, which enables men to pry out even 
imperfection within their reach, but x 


viewed it with all poſſible care and im 
| partiality; and though he finds many thing 


retracted, | His intentions were to reconcile 
the numerous evils ſo conſpicuous in thai 
Creation with che 8 power and good 
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— 


vents their diſcerning the more remote ne: 
ceſſity for thoſe imperfections, and the di 
gers of amending them. | 


£45 


T0 conclude: the Author of this Inqui 
ry having heard it ſo much, and as he 
thought ſo unjuſtly calumniated, has ri 


in the ſtyle, and compoſition, which hay 


need enough of amendment, he ſees noi 
thing in the ſentiments which ought col 


nel 


— w r 


ſary towards promoting univerſal good; ? 
nd from thence to perſwade men to an 
Re ire reſignation to his all- wiſe, but i in- 
ote neomprehenſible diſpenſations. To aſcertain 
e nature of virtue, and to enforce the 
ratice of it: to prove the certainty of a 
ture ſtate, and the juſtice of the rewards 
d puniſhments that will attend it: to re- 


nd laſtly, to ſhew the excellence and cre- 


Ton 
concile 
in the 
good 
nel 


oncile ſome of irs moſt abſtruſe doctrines 


ns to its authority, which have been drawn 
from 


PREFACE. "xe 
eſs of the Creator; to ſhew, that no more 
f them are admitted by him, than are ne- 


ommend ſubmiſſion to national govern- | 
hents, and conformity to national religi- 
ns, notwithſtanding the Evils and Defects, 
hich muſt unavoidably adhere to them: 


£ 
, 


bility of the Chriſtian revelation, to re- 


ith reaſon, and to anſwer all thoſe objecti- 
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from irs imperfections, 3 and abuſes, , Theſ 


rality,, ſlavery, corruption, and infidelity 


look upon it as an additional inſtance 0 


and deſtroy them. 
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and theſe, only were the intentions of. 1 
Author ; and if after all, 2 a work ſo deſignet 
however unably executed, ſhould by ü 
united force of Ignorance, and malevglena | : 
of. faction, bigotry, and enthuſiaſm, be re 


preſented as introductive of fataliſm, i imme 


he ſhall be, little concerned, and ſhall onl 


chat Imperfection of mankind, which tell 
has here treated of: from them he deſire 
only an exemption, from calumny : honou 
and applauſe he. has not the vanity. to hop 
for ; theſe, he knows, they beſtow not ol 
their benefactors, or inſtructors, but re 
ſerve for thoſe alone, who deceive, diſturb 
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On Evic: in general 


81 R. 

H- v 1 NG enjoyed the pleaſure of ma- 

ny accidental conferences with you 
on metaphyſical, moral, political, and re- 
igious ſubjects; on which you ever ſeemed 44 | / 
to converſe with more ſagacity, as well ag 
more candor, than is uſual on the like oc- 
aſions; I imagined it might not be un- 7 
ntertaining either to . or myſelf, to put | 
ogether my ſentiments on theſe important 
opics, and communicate them to you from 
ime to time as the abſence of buſineſs, or 
f more agreeable amuſements may afford 

+: I me 


£ 


* 
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34 The NATURE and 

me opportunity. This I propoſe to do uns 
der the general Title of an Inquiry into the 
Nature and Origin of Evil; an Inquiry, 
which will comprehend them all, and 
which, I think, has never been attended 
to with that diligence. it deſerves, nor with 
that ſucceſs, which might have been hoped 
for from that little that has been beſtow' 
upon it. The right underſtanding of thi 
abſtruſe ſpeculation, I look upon to be-the 
only ſolid foundation, on which any ration- 
al ſyſtem of Ethicks can be built; for il 
ſeems impoſſible, that men ſhould ever ai 
rive at any Juſt ideas of their Creator, or hi 
Attributes, any proper notions of their e 
lation to him, or their duty to each other 
without firſt ſettling i in their minds ſom 
ſatisfactory ſolution of this important Que 
tion, hence came Evil? Whilſt we find 
ourſelves liable to innumerable miſeries i 


jͤ ] U! — — k —— — — —— — — - ⅛.Wlll.. „„ 
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Jo un- this life; apprehenſive of till greater in 9 


to the another, and can give no probable account 


quiry, of this our wretched ſituation, what ſenti- 
, and ments muſt we entertain of the juſtice and 
tended Bi denevolence of our Creator, who placed us 
* with in it, without our ſollicitations, or conſent ? 
hoped The works of the Creation ſufficiently de- 
Ftow'l 2 £4 So 7 
oe cha monſtrate bis exiſtence, their beauty, per- 
6 ts fection and magmiicence, his infinite power 
= and wiſdom z but it is the Happineſs only, 
| or which we enjoy, or hope for, which can 


convince us of his Goodneſs, 


ver ar. 
„ Or hi 
heir re: 
c other, 


It is the ſolution therefore of this ines 
tant queſtion alone, that can aſcertain the 
moral CharaReriſtic of God, and upon 


1s ſom! 
© Quel that only muſt all human Virtue eternally 
ſeries it 
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11 once entertain ſuch blaſphemous notions of 
4-4 : | ; 

Wy the Supreme being, as that He might nt 
| delight in Virtue, neither adhere to it him. 
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Ik there's a power above us, 
(And that there i is all Nature cries aloud 
Thro all her works) he muſt delight inf 


; ., - Virtue, | 
And that, which he delights ; in, muſt be 


happy. 


— — 


But ſhou'd this divine reaſoning of the phi: 
loſopher be at laſt inconcluſive ; cou'd we 


ſelf, nor reward it in others; that He could 
make any part of his creation miſerable, 
or ſuffer them to make themſelves ſo, with- 
out a juſt cauſe, and a benevolent end; 
all moral conſiderations muſt be vain, and 
uſeleſs ; we can have no rule by which to 
direct our actions, nor if we had, any kind 


of obligation to purſue it; nor in this cal 
. "+: Cal 


-rable 
T with. 


t end; 
n, and 
hich to 
ry kind 
his cal 
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the belief of all Revelation being in its o on 


nature ſubſequent, not only to the belief 
of God's exiſtence, but of his juſtice and 
veracity z for if God can injure us, he may 
alſo deceive us; and then there is an end 
of all diſtinctions between good and evil, 
truth and falſchood, and of all confidence 
in God or man. 


1 mean not by this to inſinuate the leaſt 


poſſibility of a doubt concerning the Juſtice _ | 


or Goodneſs of our Creator, but only to 
ſhew the importance of this Inquiry, and 
the utility of it towards ſettling our notions 
of his Attributes, and the regulation of our 
own behaviour in conformity to them, I 
intend not by it to prove the benevolence 
of God, but to reconcile the miſeries we fee 
and ſuffer, with that uncontrovertable bene- 

_ volence: 
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| volence : I defign not to ſhew that God ap 
proves Virtue but that the admiſſion of 


moral Evil is not inconſiſtent with that un- 


doubted approbation i nor would I be un. 
derſtood to nts. that our obligation 80 
be. virtuous depends. on this abſtruſe Spe- 
culation, but only that our right under- 
ſtanding it will remove all doubts concerns 
ing the nature of virtue, and our obliga- 
tion to purſue it, and fix them on the mol 
firm, and immovgable Baſis. 


To find out therefore, how Evil of any 

kind can be the production. of infinite 

| Goodneſs, joined with infinite power, ſhould 
be the firſt ſtep in all our religious in 
quiries; the examination into which wob- 
derful paradox will lead us into many uſe- 
ful and ſublime truths; and its perſed 
comprehenſion, was that poſſible for our 
. narrow 


narrow 
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narrow capacities, would, I doubt not, 


make as ſurpriſing diſcoveries in the Mo- 
ral World, as mathematical and n 


knowledge have in the Natural, 


AV 


To clear up'this difficulty, ſome ancient 


Philoſophers have had recourſe to the ſup- 


poſition of two firſt Cauſes, ane Good, and * 
the other Evil, perpetually counteratting 


each other's deſigns. This ſyſteln was af- 
terwards adopted by the Manichzan Here- 


ſy, and has ſince been defended by the in- 


genious Monſ. Bayle : but as the ſuppoſi- 
tion of two firſt Cauſes is even in itſelf 
a contradiction, and as the whole ſcheme 
has been demonſtrated by the beſt me- 
taphyſical Writers to be as falſe as it is 


impious, all further arguments to diſ- 


prove it would be needleſs. 


Others 
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1 Others have endeavoured to account for 
this by the introduction of a Golden Age, 


or Paradiſiacal State, in which all was lu 
nocence and happineſs. a 


Pena metuſque dberant, nec whe nina 

cia fixo N 
Are legebantur, nec fupplex turba timeban 
Juda: ora ſui; = erant jp ne vindice buli. 


When Man yet new, 


No rule but uncorrupted reaſon knew. 
And with a native bent wa Good pay | 


ſue; - 
Unforc'd by aides, unaw'd by 6000 
His _ were  limple, and his ſoul ſin- 

cere: 

Needleſs was written law, when none oN 

| preſt, 
The law of Man was written in his breaſt 
No 


ORIGIN of EVIL. 4 
r WW No ſoppliavt crowds before the II ap- 
b pear 'd, 


No court erected yet, nor cauſe was „ bl 
But all was ſafe, for Conſcience was their 


Guard. 


4 


Ver erat eternem, placidiſque tepentibus auris 


Max etiam fruges tellus inarata ferebat, 


Flumina Jam la#is, Jam umi na nefaris i- 
bant, 
lavaque de viridi # illabant lice mella, 


reign'd, 


maintain'd.. 


renew'd. 


Mulcebant Zephyri natos fine ſemine fore; 


Nec renovatus ager gravidis canebat ariſtis, 


he flow'rs als in fields and meadows | 


ind Weſtern . Winds immortal Spring 


n following years the bearded corn enſu'd 
From Earth unaſk'd, nor was that Earth 


From 


TT 
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as in poetry delightful For though it is pr 


be more happy and more innocent in its] 


terreſtrial Globe, and the nature of its! 


had, the ſhort duration of this bee 


. g | 


From veins of valleys milk and nest 
broke, ; 
And honey ſweated from the pores of Oa 


Amuſing dreams! as abſurd i in philoſoph 


bable, from the moſt ancient hiſtories, | 
well as from analogy drawn from the reſt 
Nature's productions, that the World migit 


fancy, than in more advanced Ages; yetth 
it could ever be totally free from Vice an 
Miſery, may eaſily, I think, be prove 
impoſſible, both from the nature of tli 


habitants. So that theſe inchanting Scen 
can in fact never have exiſted : but, if th 


is equally inconſiſtent with infinite Powe 
joined to infinite Wiſdom and Gao 1 


+ | 
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ec: any original imperfection whatever. Fa- 
les then of this kind can never in the 
alt account for the Origin of Evil: they 
re all but mean expedients, which will ge- 
er be able to take away the difficulty, and 
an at moſt but obſeure it, by ſhifting it 
little backward into a leſs clear light; 
ke that Indian philoſophy, accounting for 
he ſupport of the World, which informs 
„ that it is ſuſtained by a vaſt Elephant, 
hat Elephant by a Tortoiſe, and then pru- 
ently drops any further inquiry. 


The Divines and Moraliſts of later ages 
em perfectly ſatisfied that they have looſ- 


1 this Gordian knot, by imputing the 
ource of all Evil to the abuſe of Free- will 
Created Beings. God, they ſay, never 
i I:fign'd any ſuch thing ſhould exiſt as E- 
il, moral or natura! j but that giving to 
EE: ſome 
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ſome beings, for good and wiſe purpoſ 


a power of Free · agency, they pervert 
this power to bad ends, contrary to his i 


ttentions and commands; and thus their « 
cidental wickedneſs produced conſequenti 


Miſery. But to ſuppoſe in this manne 
that God intended all things to be go 


and happy, and at the ſame time gave 


ing to creatures able and willing to obſtrul 
his benevolent deſigns, is a notion ſo 
conſiſtent with his wiſdom, goodneſs, ot 
niſcience, and omnipotence, that it ſeem 
| equally unphiloſophical, and more evident 
ly abſurd than the other. They have ben 


jed into this error by ridiculouſly judgin 
of the diſpenſation of a Creator to his cn 
' tures, by the ſame rules which they app 
to the dealings of Men towards each othe! 
between which there js not the leaſt prop 
tion or ſimilitude, A Man who ende 
vou 
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ours, to the utmoſt of his power, to make 
thers virtuous and happy, however unſuc- 
is essful, is ſufficiently juſtified ; but in a Be- 
ir ug omnipotent and omniſcient, the Cauſe 
ent all cauſes, the Origin of all thought, 
nne ill, and action; who fees all things paſt, 
gooſreſent, and to come; in one inſtantaneous 
e beiew, the caſe is widely different; his active 
tre permiſſive will muſt be exactly the 
0 me; and, in regard to him, all conſe- 
uential and future Evils, through every N 


oment of time, are CEO preſent. 
dent | 
bea Since therefore none of theſe made 
gin lutions can, I am certain, give ſuch ſatiſ- 
creaffÞþion to your comprehenſive underſtand- 


g let us now try to find out one more 
therWtional, and more conſiſtent with the ana- 
opodey of every thing around us. 


our ; | | . .- "Bm 
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Ty powerful, wiſe and benevolent, the gre 


ry hour's fatal experience cannot fail 
Convince us. How theſe two undoubte 
yet ſeeming contradictory truths can be 


potent and good Being, is very difficult 
account for. If we aſſert that he couldnd 


not both be infinite. 


That there is a Supreme Being infinit 


Creator and Preſerver of all things, is 
truth fo. clearly demonſtrated, that it thil 
be here taken for granted. That thetel 
alſo in the univerſal ſyſtem of things,” 
works of his almighty hand, much miſe 
and wickedneſs, that is, much natural u 
moral Evil, is another truth, of which en 


conciled, that is, how Evils of any fat 
could have place in the works of an vm 


prevent them, we deſtroy his power; 
that he would not, we arraign his goodnel 
and therefore his power and goodneſs Gt 


f 
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al wr! ſeem, there is ſomewhere or other an 
rror in it; and this error I take to ariſe 
from our wrong notions of Omnipotence. 

Omnipotence cannot work contradictions, 


tid 
s little are we acquainted with the whole 
tem of nature, that we know not what 


are poſſible, and what are not: but if we 
may judge from that conſtant mixture of 


ith advantage, which we muſt obſerve in 


very thing around us, we have reaſon 
co canclude, that to endue created beings 
lt , 71th perfection, that is, to produce Good 


xcluſive of Evil, is one of thoſe ĩmpoſſi- 


bilities which even infinite Power cannot 
accompliſh. | 


The true ſolution then of this incompre- 
henſible paradox muſt be this, that all Evils 
owe 
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But however concluſive this argument Gs 


t can only effect all poſſible things. But $ 


pain with pleaſure, and of inconvenience _ 


: | | 
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owe their exiſtence ſolely to che neceſlh 
of their own natures, by which In 


they cou Id not poſſibly have been 1 
ed, without the loſs of ſome ſuperior Good 
or the permiſſion of ſome greater Evil tha 


* 2... — „„ ow. * 
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themſelves; or that many Evils will un 
voidably inſinuate themſelves by the gan 
ral relations and circumſtances of thingꝭi 
to the moſt perfect ſyſtem of Created Being 
even in oppoſition to the will of an almig 
ty Creator, by reaſon they cannot bee 
cluded without working contradictiom 
which not being proper objects of pont 
it is no diminution of Omnipotence to 
firm that it cannot effect them. 


And here it will be proper to ** 
previous apology for an expreſſion, whit | 


will frequently occur in the following pag . 
which is, that God cannot do ſuch and ſud 
things 
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things: by "which is Aways to be änder. 
flood not any retrenchment of the Gvine 
Omnipotegce, but coly-thas, 3 chiogs 
are in their own natures impr 


impoſſible to be ; performed. _ * 10 | 


That the Almighty fhould/ be dhe ln : 
ted, and circamſcribed by the nature of E 
things, of Which he himſelf is tlie Author 


may to ſome ſcem not very V icelligible but bat 


ſurely it is not at all difficult to 5 — 
that in every poſſible method of arderingy 
diſpoſing, and framiog the univerſal ſyfs 
tem of things, ſuch numherleſs | inconye+ 
niencies might neceſſarily ariſe, that all cha 
infinite Power and Wiſdom could do, was Ba 
to make choice of that method,” which Was 
attended with the leaſt and fewelt ;/ and this 
not proceeding from any deſed of power in 
the u, but from that imperfection 
E which 


* 


which is nba he nn fall 
oy 0 ching. 


"This nc, I e is what the An 
cients meant by! Fate, to which they fancied 
that Jupiter, and all the Gods, were obl;. 
 ged to ſubmit, and which was to be con- 
trouled by no power whatever. The Stoich 
ſeem to have had ſome dark and; unintellj 
- gible: notions of this kind, which they nei. 


4. vi ww 


ther underſtood chemſclves, nor knew ho 
ts explain to others; chat the untractabl⸗ * 
neſs of Matter was the cacſe of Evil; that 
God would have made all things perfect 
but that there was in Matter an evil biz, n 
repugnant to his benevolence, which de- ” 
another way, whence aroſe all manner of tt 
Evils. Of the like kind is a Maxim of the ſk 
ou 


fame Philoſophers, That Pain is no Evil; 
which, if aſſerted with regard to the indi 
_ viduals who ſufferit, is downright nonſenſe 

; * 
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bot if conſidered as it affects de univerſal 
Syſtem, is an undoubted truth, and means | 

only that there is no more pain in it than 
what is necefſary't6 the production of hap- | 

pineſs. How many ſoeyer of theſe Evils 1. 
then force themſelves into the Creation, ſo 
long as the Good- preponderates, it & a 
work well worthy of infinite Wiſdom and 
Benevolence and, notwirhſtanding the im- 
perfections of its yup the whole is moſt | 
 undoubredly'petfet © | i " Fa 


Hence 7 we may - plataly FR that 
much Evil may exiſt, not at all inconſiſtent 
vith the power and goodneſs of God: and 
the further we purſue this clue, the more we 
ſhall at every ſtep diſcern new lights | break 
out, which will diſcover clearly number- 
leſs examples, where the infinite power 


and | goodnels of God is fairly reconcileable 
E 2 with 


$2 Tbe NATUR E land 
with che miſery and. wickedneſs of his Crea 
tures. from the; impoſſihility of preventing 
1 them ; and.jf, in the very mall part of the 
3 e that lies within the reach 
. aur imperfect capacities, many inſtances 
Ci this. kind As! gy in which they. are vi 
fibly conbiſtcor, we ought ith. the utmaſt 
affurance to conclude, What! is undoubtedly 
true, that they are really ſo in all, tho: v 
5 are not able to comprehend them. Thish 
the kind of Faith moſt worthy of the human 
underſtanding, and moſt meritorious in the 
ſight ef God, as it is the offspring of Res- 
ſon, as well as the Parent of all Virtue and 
Reſignation to the juſt, but unſcrutable, 
arenen of dne. p22 431 
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5 But ir in vonder more re clearly t to p explain thi 
abſtruſe ſpeculation, | it will be neceſlary co 
divide Evils i into their dif;rent . A 
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beſtow on - each a ſeparate conſideration. 
This I ſhall do under the following heads : 
Evils of Imperfection, Natural Evils, Mo- 
ral Evils, Political Evils, and Religious 
Evils, which, I think, -will comprehend 
moſt of thoſe to which human Nature is 
unhappily liable. And now, Sir, leſt 1 
ſhould add one more Evil to this melan- 
choly Catalogue, which is that of a. long 
and tedious Epiſtle, I ſhall reſerve the ex- 
amination into each of theſe particulars for 
the ſubject of a future Letter; and con- 
clude this by aſſuring you, that I am, 


SIR, &c, 
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On \ 60165 of min 


N pas ue be propoſed in 

my halt, I all nor proceed to E- 
ne into the Nature of each particular , 
ind of Evil, and in the firſt place of thoſe 
erein denominated Evils of ImperfeQion z 
hich are in truth no. Evils at all, but ra- 
her the abſence of. fone comparative 
ood ; and therefore 1 ſhall not have oc- 


ſion to detain you long on this part of 
7 ſubject, * hs as gifs | 15 

vi; to Sun, iH. df a ous 
— uns even 
n without a ſubordination of 


parts; 
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0 nos LSE 


— — <p hos, 


parts. Every animal body mult have di 
| fexenc members ſubſervient to each other 
every picture muſt be compoſed of varioiy 
Colours, and of light and ſhade ; all har 
Vi mony muſt be formed of trebles, tenon 
120d baſſes; evely beautiful und b 
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be wait cooliſt of higher ind lu a 
and leſs magnificent apartments. TA. 
in the very eſſence af all created things, alli 
 - therefore cannot be prevented by any meu 
Whatever, unleſs. by not creating them loc 
all: for which reaſon, in the formation 9 or 
the Univerſe, God was obliged, in ord 
to carry on that juſt ſubordination ſo nece ev 
ſary to the very exiſtence of the whole, ſs 
create Beings of different ranks; and i Wi 
| beſtow on various ſpecies of animals, a = 


_ alſo on the individuals of the ſame ſpeci de 
various degrees of underſtanding, o_ 
beauty, and perfection; to the compi 


E 
\ * a . 
7. * 
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ant of which advantages ue give the nahe- | 
f folly, weakneſs, deformity, and imperfec- | 3 
on, and very unjuſtly repute them Evils: 
hereas in truth they are bleſſings as far as 
ey extend, tho® of an inferior degree. : 
hey are no more actual Evils, than a | 
all eſtate is a real misfortune, becauſe 


any _ be Free of bre 


Whatever we enjoy, is purely a free gif 4 


om our Creator: but that we enjoy no 
ore, can never ſure be deemed an injury, 
ra juſt reaſon to queſtion his infinite be- 
evolence, All our happineſs is owing to - 
is goodneſs z but that it is no greater, is 
wing only to ourſelves, that is, to our 
ot having any inherent right to any hap- 
ineſs, or even to any exiſtence at all. This 
no more to be imputed to God, than 
e wants of a beggar to the perſon: who 


69 The NA T UR And 
bas relieved him: chat be had le bir 
was owing to his benefactor ; hut chat 
"ol no more, only to = WIEN zove 
5 hep een 8 the be, | 
wobble fon: infinite 156 to d 
poſitive Evil, underſtand not that the Un 
verſe is a ſyſtem whoſe very eſſence conlil 


1 ſubordination; a feale of beings deſcent 

ing by inſenſible degrees from infinite pa 
fection to abſolote nothing; * whic 
tho we may jultly y expect to find perla 
ti on in the whole, could we poſſibly con 
prehend it; yet would it be the hight 
abſurdity to hype for it in all its party, bt 
cauſe the beauty and happineſs of the whol 
depend altogether on the juſt inferiority: 
its parts, that is, on the comparative i 


per 


on TO NW Y Gl, 
©0500 a6 tho ferent Beings'of which 
is compoſod. »igdive of nau N £5; 


„ ben ere ben: dri on U ad 
n would bays been ng more an inſtance 
bod“ viſdomm t have cr no Bangs. 
„de highaſt and pit; parfoct onlet, 
an it would. be of 2,painges's art. ta c 
7 his whole, piece with one ſingle colours: 
eſt beautiful he, Sauld compoſe,; 
ad he confined himſelf to, ſuch, nothing: 
d have exiſted but demi · gods, or arch-- 
gels, and then all inferior orders muſt 
re been void and uninhabited: but avi it! 
ſurely more agreeable to infinite benevo⸗ + 
ce, that all theſe thoutd be filled op. 


9a N 


th Beings capable of ei enjoying happineſs 
emſelves, and conttibuting te 
hers, they muſt neceſſarily be knad mii 
erior Beings, that is, wick füch a are 


perfect, but from whoſe exiſiente” not- 
1 5 with | 


moreover highly probable ie a 
+ connection all ranks and Rl 
by ſubordinate degrees, chat e W bl 
ally ſupport each other's exiſtence; endet 
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Went n u. plied" atoll AO ls 
rr ine 


5 nificent ann 
Ang 

e 6 35 
praticable, even for infinite power, dg 
clude from Creation this neceſſary i infer 
rity of ſome Beings in compariſon wit 
| others. All that ĩt can do is to makeed 
as happy as their reſpective ſituations. il 


permit: and this i it has done in ſo extra... 
dinary a manner, as. ta leave the bene 
lence of our great Creator not to bedoubt 

| „ p 


/ \ 
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xf; for tho' he-cannot/make all ſuperior; 


ridom and goodneſs both are well worthy 


che wide diſtinctions which he was 
eiged to make in the dignity and per- 


b in their happineſs than is uſually ima - 
ined, or indeed can be believed from out- 


ard appearances. He has given many 
dvantages to Brures, which Man cannot 


ain to with all his ſuperiority, and many 
robably to Man which ate denied to An- 


ls; amongſt which his ignorance is per- 
ps none of the leaft, With regard to 


Win, tho' it was neceſſary to the great pur- 
Sos of human life to beftow riches, un- 
ſtanding, and health, on individuals in 
cry partial proportions 3 yet has the A.. 


chat 


[2 


« in the diſpenſarions of bis biefllnge hs 


he higheſt admiration; for, amongſt 50 


ions of his Creatures, he has made mut 


guty ſo contrived the nature of things, 0 


0 poſſeſt them are uſually bleſſed with, Th 


' ſures hat ariſe from them, ate com 
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5 — le cibidas n 4 · 
— Wies aich chaſe * 

eeflary, imperfectians, ſetting N 6 
jncpnvenigncies ik canner totally. pt 
by balancing ghe wants, and repaplih 
ſufferings of all by ſome kind of equi 
vaturally reſulting from their patticuf i 
tustions and circumſtances. Thus, fares 
apaples poverty, or the want of ere 
generally Sompenſated by having 
hopes, and fewer fears, by a greater ff 
of health, and à mors exquilite, reliſh.d 
the ſwalleſt enjoyments, than thoſe. wal 


VAAL of.c taſte and genius, with all the ple 


tecompenced by a more uſeful kind oft 
mon ſenſe, rogerher with a wonderfull 
. geh as ſuccels, in the buſy. put 


ſuit 
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be er, health — c = 
annot be very *griefous, beckuſe imper | 
epüble; and 1 dont not but thete 8 
ome truth in that rant of a mad Poet, A 
here is a pleaſure in being madd, which 
one but: madmen Kerio?" Tyoratich, 4 
han en GONE literature, "the 
WWppc d dot of. all born to poverty,” aud "a 
ange. of life; ib che only opiate 
le of infuſing chat inſenſibility wich 
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zh them ani eallly' a8 pollible 3 'and 


(WED Se. ee to feaſt 
.ofe delignod for his fliſteaancs, the mort 
Jaruriouſly to feaſt upon them bümſelf. | 
hus miſcry, ' by all poſſible methods, is 

liminiſhed'or repaid” and happlineſs; hee 
— 2 27 rer dene 


Hades e 1 iw wh 
Ie eaceres enable 
retence for complaint could be of this on. = 
7. * are not ſo high in the ſeals of 
tice as dir fie mier ü U 
| rt x protec WAS nhl etl} Bl 
nnn 
ere would be fllt room for Infinite power | 
W ztid-fince no ln in the chain 
a be vl N ö 
r, 


—— of he LY 


1 chaſca, which muſt be occuſioned by dl 
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it would be as inconvenient for a Ma 
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as remain — ſocceed to di : 
— proferments.. A: man can have notte ; 
to repine, that be is not an Angel; nor 
| Horſes! that he js not 4 Man 3 much ieh 
hat in their ſeyeral ſtations they poſſeſti 
ie faculties of another 3 for amen 
ani infulfcrable misfortune. , And de 


de endued with the knowledge of an K 
an ſor a Horſe to have the reaſon of al Mag 
but, as they are now formed by the conſin 
* mate. wiſdom of their Creator, each ehe 
pleaſures peculiar to his Gicuarion : andj 
dhe happineſs of one may perhaps: cf 
in divine Contemplation, of sches 
aten of wealth and power, and 
of f A third; in- wandering amongſt {imp 
eam, and luxuriant paſtures; yet | 
meaneſt of theſe enjoygnents give no inte 
1 rufe 
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option rotheimo bie but begebe: 
undoubtedly increaſe the apgrega te ſum 6 


ect beltowe u upon th eniverſe e. 64 | 
ly indeed x muſt that he Jefſened,” were ther 
no, Beings but of the higheſt order. Did 
ere not, for inſtance; exiſt on this terren 
Globe” "any" ſenſitive creatures bee: 


rio! Mag, hom Sab 4 quantity of happi- 


ee 7 


ds walt haye e been. lo lot, which.) 18; NOW en- BED 
d. by millions, vo at preſent inhabit 
very part of its ſurface;-in fields and Bir- 
lens, in extended deſatts impenetrable 
coods, and immenſe dock by monar- 
ies of Bees, republics. of Ants, and. in- 
umerable families of. inſets anelling on 


A leaf and lower, who are all poſlaſſed © 
A great a ſhare of pleaſure, andia greater 
imp innocence, chan their arrogant Sovereign, 


nd at the ſame time nat a little contribute - 
his convenience and Happideſs[- . lg 
'F 3 2 8 Has 


4 l 9 
8 f = 1 \ 
p 1 Y — | : — | 
: — / "4 0 
Y * * 7 4 * 8 * 4 . Li 
. : ! . PS : 5 n ö 5 iv 
: F 1 y 
- 10 os 1 
* 4 , l 
* 1 2 * 


Has Ged. thou Fool! word iplely for d 

Thx Joy, thy Paſtime, thy Antire, thy Food] hl... 

Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Faw .* BY 

For him as kindly ſpreads 1 the low ry lawn, ) 

un for thee the Lark "afcthds and Rngsb* (ON - 

| rayon fra 1 "wow 5 

ces of his , apt eren cell e jg 

Tbe houndi ng Steed you pompoully beſtzide, WF") 

Sbates with his Lord the pleaſure and the pride ſei 

Is thine alone the feed that firews the plain? 0.1 

The birds of Heav'n Thatl vindicate thay grail 1 
Thine the full baryeſt of the Golden Year | 

| mans rakes vibes. # 

Tn i 4 

Thus GN eb Ul % 

well-regulated Family, in which” ul 

officers and ſervants, and even the d 

tir animals, are ſubſervient to cath ou + 

ina proper ſubordination: __ 7K 
privileges and perquiſkces peculiar: to 
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i Joſt {ubordinarivn' to the agulfibens 
* 4 Mppinets of "the hoe! y1zaigemt Te 


a 2% bat 2 lle 35 alin A on ed o mad 


po is exideats therefore, that theſe Eil 
of Impenſxction, proceeding; i the ner 
ary inferiority of ſome Beings: in cm: 
:ariſoo of others, can i po. ſenſe be called 
any Evils ar all: but if they, could, it is 

evident from thence, chat there are mann 


t being ſufficiently demonſtrable, that to 
produce a ſyſtern of created Beings, all ſu- 
preme io happmeſs and dignity, a govern- 
ment compoſed of all Kings, an army of 
all Generals, or a univerſe of all Gods, mult | 
be impracticable for Omnipotence itſelf. 


We have here then made a large ſtride © | 
towards' our intended Goal, having at, 
once acquitted the Goodneſs, and 


hich even infinite power cannot prevent: 
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nipotent and good Being, ſhall be ca 
fidered in the next Letter from, Wan 
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Shall. now lay before you my free ſenti- 
[: ments gin: 475 Origin of Na, 
tural Eyiks, by w underſtand the — 
ſuffrings of "oF rr only ; 3 for tem- 
peſts inundations and earthquakes, \ with all 
the diſorders of che material World, are nq 
farther Erik than they affect the, ſonſuiye: 
lo that under this. head cap, ba onA cm- 
prehended pains of body, and inquietudts 
of mind. That theſe, are ren] Evils, I res- 
dy acknomledgę; and if any one is. Phi- 
lolopher, enough to daubt of it, I Bala | 
ly beg leave to refer him to a ſevere fit of 
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'\ ſatisfaction, 
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| fickneſs, or a tedious lawſuit, for farther 


be prodevch'of 1 la 
be the only motive that could induce infinite 
| Goodneſs to et ilfintte Pov dt tb cre 
all things: for, to ſay truth, Hepp i 
the only thing — real, value in exiltence; 
5 neither riches, no | power, no b wiſdom, ad | 
Gi learning, nor firengrh, 'nor beauty, nor, vir vir 
tue, nor religion, nor even 1 life itſelf, be 8 


ing of any importance but! as they contri 
bute to its production. An "theſe are in 
themſelves. neither 'Gobd Bor £ Eon Hap- 
pineſs alone is their We they 
defirable only as they tend to promote it 
; Moſt aſtoniſhing therefore it muſt appear d 
every one who looks round him, co-obſetye 
all creatures bleſſec with life and-ſenſaridh, 
that i is, all creatures FAR capable of Hap 
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the fame ſource as thoſe imogimr outs of 


ent e Ev IH LY 
ineſs; at che ſhine time by their own nies, 
condemned to innumerable ind Unsewicdl⸗ 


able miſeries. 'Whetice can n it proceed, — FE 
Providence Mculd thus ſeen to counteract | 


iis own i Betievolent 'Tirehtions ? To What 

lange and inviſible aufs ire all theſe br: 

merous and invincible Evils indebted for 
their exiſtence? If God is good and be- 
nevoient Being, what end cbuld he prö- 
poſe from ereation, but the propagation'sf _ 
Happineſs? and if Happineſs is the end 

of all exiſtence, why are not tall creates | 


that do exiſt haj ppy er g . 
251 8 dyinu is Sic 
cients Wis esa 


tion, ſo long and ſo 'yainly ſearched for 


by the philoſophers "of all ages and All 


countries, I take to be at laſt no more n 


Im- 
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N Ar. 
var 
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i —— i 2 
5 created ſyſtem — wa — 
mms, = 
vil, 
a, all Evil ſome — 9 — 
= ſuffering; ſo that there 
1 Lee _ ſy ruſt b 
7 CES 
8 which — e WI. 
= —5 we ſiabt —- 
only of hur A | we 
E — kind, * 
w. 3 the e 66 
| ceſfty "I wa rern tc 
— — 
ſelves; or e be wo 
wm ade gn, fas . bY 
een — 
| pre 
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ral, view of things, does not ſa forgie. 
WW 002 more minute in 
ſpection into every grievance attendant on 
hyraan. nature, it will moſt evidently ap- 
pear, Moſt of theſe, 1 thipk, may be 
omprehended under the following heads: 

poverty, labour, inquietudes of mind, 
pains of body, and death ; from none of 
| which we may venture to affirm Man could 

er have been exempted, ſo long as he 
ontinued to be Man, of God indeed might | 
nave made us quite other creatures, and 
laced us in a world quite otherwiſe conſti- 


tuted; but then we had been no longer 
Men; and whatever Beings had occupied. 


our ſtations in the univerſal Syſtem, they 
ml hag been liable to the ſane nec | 
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1 for Pura is what all cou 
bot poſſibly have been exempted from, not 


, TE 


" 


86: ar e 
= only by eaten f che ng nature 
ml human poſſeſſions but becauſe the bl 

ww _ chuſd not fobfift without it ; for Had l 

been "Hick," none Wo ald habe ſubmicted to 
5 the, Gmmands of. another, or the drodg: 


N | ries of lie; thence all governments muß 
have been 'diflolved,, arts neglected, and 


lands uncultivated, and ſo an unjverſal 0 
| nury "have overwhelmed all, - inſtead m 


now. and then pinching a few, Hence by 
che bye, | appears the great excellence a" 
| Charity, by which men are enabled 1 | 
icular diftriburion of the bleſſings and 
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enjoyments of life, on proper occalignh 
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to prevent that | poverty which by a genenl 
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| one. Omnipotence itſelf could never have 
| prevented: ſo that, by inforcing this duty 
| | God as it were demands our aſſiſtance 0 
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boot Miſery . where it Cirives 
s intrude itſel + ty 


a . Labour, inflecd, God might TY, ave Bo 
excuſed us from; Bice at his command thhe 
Earth would readily have poured forth all 

her treaſures without our inconſiderable 
aſſiſtance : but if the ſevereſt Labour can- 

nor ſufficiently ſubdue the malignity of hy- 

man nature, what plots and machinations, 


by what wars, rapine, and. devaſtation,” what 
ao figecy, and licentiouſneſs, muſt. hace 
by af been the conſequence of univerſal idleneſs C! 


So that Labour ought only to be looked 
upon as a taſk kindly impoſed upon us by 
our indulgent Creator, neceſſary to preſerve 
our health, our Aae, and out innocence. 


loouicrudes of mind cannot 1 Nee | 
d without firſt eradicating all our inclina⸗ 
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' preſerve the great Ocean of hut | 


i diſappointmengs ; and whilſt they have 
N appointments they muſt be —_— 
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# med with anger; and whilſt they fees 


they perceive danger, they muſt "bel 


ties attendant on theſe various and tyrh 


be undoubtedly leſs happy and leſs 
| Tor without anger we ſhould not dale 


5 


from perpetual ſtagnation. So long 
Nen have purſuits, they muſt meet vit 


-whilft they are injured, they muſt be ci 


ties, they muſt be melted with pity ; wil 


Able of fear; and whilſt they behold beat 
they muſt be inſlaved by love: nor | 
they be exempted from the various am 


lent paſſions. Yet without them we ſhow 
ourſelyes, and without pity we'ſhould 


aſſiſt es vithout fear we ſhould n 
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Pains of body. are ebd. 1 the beceſ⸗ 
ſary conſequences of. the union of material 
and ſpirirual eſſences; for matter being by 
nature diviſible, when endued with ſenſibi- 
ry, ntult probably; be affeded by pains 
and pleaſures by its different modifications : 
wherefore, to have been freed tom ur 
ſufferings, we muſt. have been deprived 
of all, our ſenſual £njoyments z a compoſi- 
tion by which few ſurely would be gainers. 00 


S$ Ez 


Belides, the _ pains of our bodies are neceſ- 
ſary to 'wake us continually mindful of their 
preſervation $ for, what. numberleſs. lives 
would be loſt in every trifling purſuit, or 
flung away in ill humour, was the pierbing 
of a ſword no mote painful * en- 
n nA on 3209 F105 M399! 


G 2 | Death, 
x Xa. 
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Death, the laſt and moſt dreadfuliof al 
| Exils is ſo far from being one, that it i 
the infallible cure of all others. | 


ö een <4 47.4 eden wap phe Jos tl 
To die is landing on ſome filent ſhore, 
| Where billows neyer beat, nor tempeſts tox. 

Eise well 12850 N 78 tis oel. 
: Gun 
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For, abltcaſted from the dee, an fff 


 Ings/ uſually attending it, it is no mor 
than the expiration of that term of le 
God was pleaſed to beſtow on us, withou 

any claim or merit on 'our part. But wa 


it an Evil ever ſo great, it could not be re 
medied but by one much greater, which] 5 
by living for ever; by which meang'ou 
- wickedneſs, unteſtraited by the proſpec 0 
a future ſtate, would grow ſo. inſuppor 
able, our ſufferings ſo intolerable by petit 
. verance, and our pleaſures ſo. tireſome? 
repetition, that no * in the Uni 
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could be ſo compleatly miſerable as 'a ſpe- - 
des of Itoftat Wen e here nels © 
(on therefore to Löckk upon death 4 un E- 
vl, or tö' fear it 48 W - 
without any ſappotition" of 4 future Me: 
bur if we conſider it 28 a” paflige to a 
more perfect tate, or 4 remove only in” 
an eternal ſucceſſlon of ſtill improving 
lues (ok which we have the ftrongeft ka- 
ſons) it will then appear u he favour rm 
th divine nubilicetice * and a man muſt be 
s abſurd to repite at dying, as 4 trübeller 
would be, who propoſed to himſelf ; a de- 
lightful tour thro? various unknown cb 
tries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
reſidence at the Arft dirty Inn which he baits 

at on the road. The inſtability of buman 
life, or the haſty changes 'of its ſucceſſive 
periods, "of which we ſo | frequently com- 
plain, are no more than xhe W pro- 
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| theſe complaints, char they are the ſource 


: it agrecable,. and like thaſe of the year, gh 
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aud. arg ſe far from being Evils deſerving 


of our Srestelt pleaſures, as, they are, the 
ſoures cf all novelry, from which our great 
elt plealures are ever derixed, | The,comty. 
nal ſucoellion of Seaſogs in the human life, 
by daily preſenting to us hen ſeenes, reader 


fend wa delights. by their change, whichthe 
 choicelt, of them could vot giye us hy dhe 
continuance. In the Spring of Life, .the 
gilding of the ſuneſhine, the verdure of th 

fields, 4 and the variegated paintings of, the 
Sky, are fo exquiſite in the eyes of lfani 
at their fixſt looking abroad into a pen 
Warld, as nothing perhaps afterwards cu 
equal. The heat and vigour of the ace 
ing Summer of Yeuth ripens for us 
pleaſures, the mn the night 
revel 


have 
vithe 
laſs 
ay 


- * 


— - 
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revel, and the jovial.chaco: the ans | 
umn of compleat Manhood ſeaſts us with 
the golden harveſts of our warldly purſuits: | 
nor is the hoary Winter of old age deſtitute 
of its peculiar comforts and enjoyments, f 
which the recollection and relation of thoſe - 

paſt are perhaps none of the leaſt ; and at 
lat death opens to us a new proſpect, from 
the dwerſions and occupations of this world 


lame ſurpriſe, e nme 
en e BY 


Thus we ſeo all Farther 


vithout the intraduction. of greater, or the 

as of ſuperior good; they are but the ner: 

ary conſoquences of buman Nature; 
G 4 from 


vith the ſame contempt we da now an our bh 


Tops, and Hebby-horſes, and with the 


ave been prevented even by infinite Power, 
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tom: which it can no more be — 
chan matter from extenſion, or heat from, 
; motion, which "RANT on they 
wo > of ber uten. 8 in 


ane 4; 28 N J 


15 be objected, a aaa 
been ſaid, there are innumerable miſtis 
entailed upon all things. that have life) and 
particularly on man; many diſeaſes of the 
body, and afflictions of mind, in Wick 
Nature ſeems to play the Tyrant, ingenious 
in contriving torments for her child ten 
that we cannot avoid ſeeing every moment 
with horror numbers of our fellow- creatum 
condemned to tedious and intolerable mi- 
ries, ſome expiring on racks, others roaſt 
ing in flames, ſome ſtarving in dungeons 
 othegs raving in mad houſes ; ſome broil- 
ing in fevers, others groaning whole months 
under the exquiſite--tortures of gout and 
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fone : If it be ſaſc further, that ſome inen 
being exempted from many oalamities win 
which! others are afficted proves plainly” 
that all might have been exempted from 
al; the charge can by no means be diſput- 
ed, nor can it be alledged that infinite Power, 
could not have prevented molt of theſe 
dreadful calamities. From hence there - 
fore I am. perſwaded, that there is ſumę · 


Is 


cive to pleaſure: that the ſufferings of in»: 
diriduals are abſolutely neceſſary to univer- 
ſal happineſs 3 and that, from connections 
to us inconceivable, it was impracticable 
for Omnipotence to Produce the one, with- 
out at the ſame time permitting the other. 
Their conſtant and uniform concomitancy 
bro every part of Nature with which we. 
are acquainted, very much corroborates 
this conjecture, in which ſcarce one inſtance, 


t ling in the abſtract nature of pain, condu- 


I be- 1 


| infliedfomewhete for the benefit ofthe 
every mighty Empire rolled up to the flim- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 
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and by cares and anxieties in both. | Thot 
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I believe, can be produced of — 
tion of pleaſure ot convenience by any erer 
tures, which is not purchaſed by the pteri. 
cus or conſequential ſufferings of themſeha 
or others; pointing out, as it were, that's 
certain alley of Pain muſt be caſt into dhe 
univerſal maſs of created Happinefs, and 


new ſcenes of deſolation attend its fall ꝰ IU 
what infinite toil of Men, and other uni. 
mats, is every flouriſhing City indebteſ fi 


alt the convenienciesand enjoyments of Eife, 


and what vice and miſery do thoſe very en 
joyments introduce? The pleaſures pecular 
to the continuing our ſpecies are ſeverdy 
paid for by pains and perils in one Set- 


alle 
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oth preceded and followed. by numherlrſs 
uferings3' preceded, by the maſſacres and 
ortures af variqus apamals, preparatory te 
and followed hy ay many diſeafes;ly+, 
4s in wait in cyern di raponn arb, 
onaurs are 3cquired Iten eh peri · 
ous occupations, and our , {ports are pure. 
ued with ſearce leſs fatigue or danger, and 
ally attended vich.diſtreſes and deſtrycs 
ian of ingocent animals. This. upiverſal 
onnection of pain with pleaſure ſeems, 1 
ok, ſtropgly ta intimate, that pain ab- 
ſactedly conſidered, mult have its uſes 
and ſince we may be aſſured, that it is. ne; 
ver admitied but with the reluctance of 
the ſupreme Author. thoſe: uſes muſt he o — 
the higheſt importance, tho” we have n 
faculties to Conceive chem. 1 3m 
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_ confuſed notions of the merits of ſuffering 


The human mic den bott psäben | 
very del part of the ge eat and —_— 
Whole: for any thing we know, thei 
ings (and perhaps” the crimes pi 
_ thoſe ſufferings) of © the Tak 
- terreſtrial Globe may ſome way or ll 
affect thoſe of the moſt lan Paste n 
_ the Whole animal world may be t onnet} 
by ſome principle : as general as that 60 a 
- -Maſtion-in the corpoteal, and uo themil 
ries of particular Beings be ſome wi ne 


ceſſary t6 the happineſs of the whole. "Hi 
theſe things operate is indeed to U 


inconceivable; but that they do ny | 
ſome ſuch extenſive manner, is far 1 rhink 
fromi improbable. my 1 4 | "2 f ey 


„ '4 \ 
1 15448 
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All Ages and Nations ſeem to wo” 


abſtracted from their tendency eo any m 
| Mm 
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le good, and haye paid the higheſt ho- 
hours to thoſe who have voluntarily endu- 
d them, as to their common benefactors. 
ny in Chriſtian countries have formerly 
en fainted for long faſting, for whipping 
WT: tormenting themſelves, for ſiting whole 
ars in uneaſy poſtures, or expofing them 
ies to the inclemency of che weather on 
Rl: tops of pillars. Many at this day im 
e Eaſt are almoſt deified for loading 
hemſelves with heavy chains, bending un- 
Jer burthens, or confining themſelves in 

hairs ſtuck round with pointed „ 
ow, if theſe notions are not totally de- 
a of all reaſon and common ſenſe, (and 
, 1 believe, are ſo which become univer 
WW) they can be founded on no other ptit⸗ 
ox than this, of the neceſſity of pain to 
a roduce happineſs, which ſeems another 
y tk might inane of the Nn of this 


ancient 
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ancient and univerſal opinion, tho then 
' fons for it are forgot or unknown, andi 
rede dis wirbahbzud 
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1 , * * my think, from which may 
| Vl our. ſeverelt ſuferings may be Moy 


that is, by ang thoſe ag 
are not objects of out .uriderſtandingy,l 
others which lye within their reach! 
is one link of that vaſt Chain, def 
by inſanſible degrees from infinite pefſa 
on to abſolute nothing. As there a 
by ny thoufands below him, ſo muſt these 
Many more above him. If w doweny:: 
wards, we ſee innumerable ſpectes o if, 
dior Reingn, Whoſe happiteſs and Ae 
dependent on his Will; we fee him loi 


ed by chefr mou aud Fett by ther mib 
ric 


2 
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ries and deſtruction, infliving Tome chl- 
menting others, and murdering millions for 

his luxury or diverſton; is it hot therefore = 
analogous and highly probable, that thbe 
happineſs and Tife of Man ſhould de equalty 
Jependerit on the wills of his ſuperiors ? 
As we receive great part of our pleaſbres, 
nd even ſubſiſtence from the ſufferings and 
deaths of lower animals, may not theſe ſupe- 
jor Beings do the ſame from ours, and that 
by ways as far above the reach of the moſt 
aeullted human underſtandings, as the means | 
Wy which we receive out benefits are above 
be capacities of the meaneſt creatures deſti- 
ned for our ſervice? The fundamentil Ex. 
por in all our reaſonings on this ſubject, is 
hat of placing ourſelves wrong in chat] pre- 
ſumptuous climax of Beaft, Man, and God; Fl 
from whence, as we ſuppoſe falſely, that 
there is nothing above us except the Su- 


preme 


| the Evils-we labour under muſt, be dering 
immediately from his omnipotent hal 


* 


[ 


manner theſe benefits accrue to them, it 


poyedi in reading ſome of thoſe ſ ublime/ 


. o 
. 
G . 
- 
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- 
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Prame Being, we-ſooliſhly conclude-thud 


whereas there may be numberleſs inte 
diate Beings, who have power to dete 
ee or deſtroy: us, for the ends onh 
of their own pleaſure 1 or utility, who mj 
be veſted with the ſame Privileges one 


their inferiors, and as much benefited 
the uſe of chem, as ourſelves, In un 


impoſſib;e for us to conceive; bug th 
impoſſiblity leſſens not the probability 
this conjecture, which by Analogy 5 
ae eee (4.1442 4 


57 * 3 . Ta $7 


"Should y you, Sir, — been lately en. 


thors, who, from pride and ignorance, & 


light to puff up the dignity of Human Ne 
ture, the notions here advanced may appel 


2 8 | \ 


. | 


conſiſtent with that 1 imaginary dignity ; and 


God ſhould ſuffer innocence to be thus af- 
he may permit animals made ſolely for the 
venience or recreation; yet that Man him- 
vicegerent, and ſimilitude, ſhould be thus 


dependent on the will of others, muſt be 
utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Wiſdom 


this prove, but the importance of a Man 
to himſelf? Is not the juſtice of God as 


of the meaneſt Inſect which he has called 
into being, as of the greateſt Man that ever 
lived? Are not all creatures we ſee made 


ficted, and reaſon thus deceived ; that tho? + 
uſe of man to be thus abuſed for his con- 


elf, the ſole poſſeſſor of reaſon, the Lord of 
this terreſtrial globe, his own ambaſſador, * 


and juſtice. But pray, Sir, what does all 


— 8 
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1 you abſurd and incredible becauſe in- 


ou may object, that it is impoſſible that 


- 
= 


much concerned to preſerve the happineſs -  _.* 
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ſubſervient to each other's uſes ? andwhy 


| 0 is there in Man that he ſhould only be ex 


enmpted from this common fate of alſ c 
ted Beings ? The ſuperiority of Mag g 
- that of other terreſtrial animals is 88 i. 


'.  ſiderable, in ptoportion to the imp 


plan of univerſal exiſtence, as the differen 
of climate between the north and ſoutꝶ ti 
of the paper I now write upon, with cu 
- to the heat and diftance of the Sun. "Thi 

is nothing leads us into ſo many. Errorga 
cerning the works and deſigns of Prov 
dence, as that fooliſh vanity that can pe- 
| fuade ſuch infignificant ereatures ' that l 
things were made for their ſervice ; Io 
whence they ridiculouſly ſet up Vile t 
_ themſelves as the ſtandard of good, ant 
conclude every thing to be Evil which ap 


pPears injurious to them or their purpoſes 


As well might a neſt of Ants imagine i 
5 1 Sub 


IT of BYIL. „ 
Clobe of Earth created only for them to. 
cat up into hillacks,) and clogthed win 
grain and herbage for their ſuſtenance 

then accuſe their Creator for permitting 

ſpades to deſttoꝝ them, and plows to lay 
vaſte their habitations : the inconveniences 
of which they feel, but are utterly unable 
to comprehend their yſes, as well as the fe- 


lations they . deen to A 
Beings. 


It is ſurprizing that none of thoſe Philo- 


ſophers, who were drove to the ſuppolition - 


of two firſt Cauſes, and many ather abſar- 
dities, to account for the Origin of Evil, 
ſhould not rather have choſeh to impute it 
to the miniſtration of intermediate Beings; 

and when they faw the happineſs of all infe- 
rior animals dependent on our wills, ſhould 
not have concluded, that the yet order ; 
H 2» and 


8 ; quire chat ours ſhould be as dependent on 
Is che wills of ſuperior Beings, accountable 


the Creed of all religions that have eve 
3 appeared in the world. In the beautifi 
ſyſtem of the Pagan theology, their Sylva 
and Houſhold Deities, their Nymphs, &. 


1 * 
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ah well-being of the. Univerſe might te- 


like ourſelves to one common Lord and 
Father of all things. This is the mor 
wonderful, becauſe the exiſtence and infli 
ence of ſuch Beings has been an article 


tyrs, and Fawns, were of this kind, Al 
the barbarous nations that have ever bel 
diſcovered, have been found to believe and 
adore intermediate ſpiritual Beings, boch 
good and evil. The Jewiſh religion 
only confirms the belief of their exiſtena 
but of their tempting, deceiving, and tt 
menting mankind ; and the whole fue 
of Chriſtianity is erected: entirely on this 
foundation, 


Thus 
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Thus, Sir, you ſer,” the good order of 
be whole, and the happineſs it receives 
from a proper ſubordination, will ſuffici- 
cy accoant for the e e inhiadhe + 
als; and all ſuch ſhould be conſidered but 
s the neceſſary taxes, which every mem- 
der of this great Republick of the Univerſe , 
obliged to pay towards the ſupport of 
he Community. It is no derogation from 
he divine Goodneſs that theſe taxes are not 
always impoſed equally i in the preſent ſtate 
f things; becauſe as every individual is 
but a part of the great whole, ſo is the 
reſent ſtate but a part of a long, or per- 
aps an eternal ſucceſſion of others; and, 


| * Ire a ſingle day in the natural life, has re- 
12 erence to many more, both paſt and to 


ome. It is but as 2 page in a voluminous 

ccompt, from which no judgment can be 

ormed on the ſtate of the whole ; but of 
| 5 H 3 l this 2 


* juſtice and impartialty. The cert 


| eg) as dethotiſttable 4s the Jullice 


AF Creatures muſt have their account ot hap: 


ties Tee NATURS Wd 
| hid WE may be aſſired; that the Villa 
Vil tome time or ochiet be ſettled ail 


therefore of a future Nidte, in nich # 
and indeed all creatures endued With ſe 
 fativhi, hall ſomehow br other exiſt, ſj 
it all our nbtions of juſtice are Hot eit 


their Creator; for if he is Juſt, Wl 


pineſs and miſery ſomewhere adjuſted vil 
equity, and all creatures capable of m 
und vice muſt, according to theit be 
our, receive rewards and puniſhmen 
and, to render theſe puniſhments ch, 
ent with infinite goodneſs, they Muſt M 
only be proportioned to their crimes, ® 
alſo ſome way neceſſary to univerſal G 
for no creatures can be called out of thi 
primitive nothing by an all- wiſe and 
| 4 | | a 01cth 


* 
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volent Creator, to be loſers by their exiſt- 
ence, or to be made miſerable for no bene- 
ficial.end, even by their own miſbehaviour: 


ſo that all future miſery, as well as preſent, 


Goodneſs, a have prevented both vice 
and daa 


For this reaſon, amongſt all the ſhort- 
ſighted conjectures of Man into the diſpen- 
ſations of Providence and à future State, 

the ancient doctrine of Tranſmigration 
ſtems the moſt rational and moſt conſiſtent 


with his wiſdom and goodneſs ; as by it all 


ceſſary in one Life may be ſet right in an- 
other, and all creatures ſerve the higheſt and 
loweſt, the moſt eligible and moſt burthen- - 
ſome offices of life, by an equitable Kind g 
Ha4- rotation; 


muſt be ſubſervient to happineſs, or other- pF; 
wiſe infinite Power, joined with infinite | 


the unequal diſpenſations of things ſo ne- 9 4 
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rotation; by which means their reward: » 
and puniſhments may not only” be wel 
| proportioned to their behaviour, buralh 
ſubſervient towards carrying on the Buſ- 
neſs of the Univerſe, and thus at the ſame 
time anſwer the purpoſes both of juſtice an 
utility. But the pride of man will notſu 
fer us to treat this ſubject with the fed 


ous and ridiculous every ſuppolition of ins 


| A exalted to the angelick, a much wider and 


| à one as may probably be the natural con- 
ſequence, as well as the reward of a viii 


| imaginary dignity, allowing at the ame 


nels. it deſerves ; but rejects as both impi⸗ 


ferior creatures ever arriving at its om * 


time the probability of human Nature being 


more extraordinary tranſition, but yet ſuch 


ous life: nor is it leſs likely that our vine 

may debaſe us tothe ſervile condition of: 

inferior animals, in whoſe forms we may To 
 - ſevere! 


-yerely puniſhed for the injuries we have 


* 


jmpoſed upon us for their ſervice. e 


plainly appears that numberleſs Evils do 


cually exiſt, which could not have been 
W cluded from the works of infinite goods. - 
es even by infinite power; and from hence 


which could; but that God has exerted all 


ing will introduce itſelf in many Cir- 


rower, 


oN of! B vII. „ 


done to Mankind when amongll chem, and 
e obliged in ſome meaſure to repair them, 
yy performing the drudgeries tyrannically © 


From what has been fad, 1 die it ; 


t may be concluded, that there are none 


his omnipotence to introduce all poſſible 
happineſs, and as far as the imperfection 
of created things would permit, to exclude 5 
ll miſery, that is, all natural Evil, from 

the univerſal ſyſtem; which notwithſtand- 


cumſtances, even in oppoſition to infinite 


k ”, Ip 
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Tube Origin of Moral Evil lies mad 
deeper, and I will venture to aſſert has ns 

ver yet been fathomed by the ſhort lined 
human underſtanding. That E ſhall be al 
to reach it, I have by no means the van 
to imagine: but, laying aſide all precoy 
ceived opinions and ſyſtematical Prejudie 


Iwill in my next endeavour to come 4 
near it as lies in the power of, 


— — . I I Da ERIE. 
ee hee ——— —_— 


E F * E R IV; 


on Moral Evik. \ uſt 


SIR, 

Muſt now leave that « plain and ealy 
road thro' which I have hitherto con- 
qucted you, and carry you thro? unfre- 
nuented paths, and ways untrodden by phi» 
oſophic feet. Already, I think, the exiſt- 
nce of Natural Evil has been ſufficiently 
xccounted for, without any derogation from 
he power, wiſdom, or goodneſs of God. 


hat next remains to be cleared up, is the 
Origin of Moral Evil; which,, conſiſtent- 
with the ſame Divine Attributes, I have 
never ſeen accounted for by any Author, 

| an- 
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WD ancient or modern, in a manner that cou 
,\ give tolerable ſatisfaction to a rational ly 
quirer. Nor indeed can this be even ef 

tually performed, without at the ſame time 
taking into conſideration all thoſe molt iq 
ſtruſe ſpeculations concerning the natured 
Virtue, Free · will, Fate, Grace, and P 
deſtination, the debates of ages, and mat 
ter af innumerable foliv's. - To attem 
this, therefore, in the compaſs of a Laut 
would be the higheſt preſumption, did al 

| I will know the clear and ready compiy 
henſion of the perſon to whom it is addrel 
ed; and allo, that the moſt diffus 
theſe kinds of diſquiſitions are uſua ij i 
ter explained in a few lines, bag 1 
thouſand pages. 


yy = rug or 
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: 10 ken therefore to find out the tt 
Origin of Moral Evil, it will be 2 
in the firſt place, to inquire into its 1 
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4 eflence; or what it is that conſlirutes _- 


ots on this Criterion of Virtue ; and this 


aſt otherwiſe have been clear and manifeſt” 
o the meaneſt capacity. Some indeed have 
lenied that there is any ſuch thing, becauſe 


lifferent ſentiments concerning 1 it: but this 
juſt as reaſonable as to aſſert, that there 
re neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars, becauſe 
Aſtronomers have ſupported different ſy 
ems of the motions and magnitudes of theſe 
leſtial bodies, Some have placed it in 
onformity to truth, ſome to the fitneſs of 
hings, and others to the will of God. 
But all this is merely ſuperficial : they re» 
ſolve us not Why truth, or the fitneſs of 
ungs,” are either eligible ar obligatory, or 
why 


ne action Evil, and another Good. Vari» 
have been the opinions of yarlous Au. 


ariety has rendered that doubtful, which . 


ſilferent ages and nations have entertained 
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manner rather than another. The tie m 


Good and Evil are nothing more than 


this that determines the fitneſs of thing 


Actions and forbid others. They whow 


are things indifferent, depending wholly a 


ture of things, as well as all our notions 
God himſelf, by repreſenting him capabl 


why God ſhould require us to act in q; 


ſon of which can poſſibly. be no other th 
this, becauſe ſome actions produce Hari 
neſs, and others Miſery : ſo that all May 


production of Natural. This aloneiti 
that makes truth preferable to. falſehoal 


and this thatinduces God to command {on 


toll the truth, beauty, and harmony @ 
Virtue, excluſive of its conſequences, del 
but in pompous nonſenſe ; and they wil 
would perſuade us, that Good and Ef 


the will of God, do but confound: the ns 


of willing contradictions; that is that 
, 1 ſhaull 


ORIGIN of EVIL. 3 
ſhould be, and be happy; and at the me 
time that we ſhould torment and deſtroy | | 
each other; for injuries cannot be made *. | 
nefits, pain cannot be made pleaſure, and and 
conſequently vice cannot be made virtue 
by any power whatever. It is the eonſe- 
quences therefore of all human actions that 
muſt ſtamp their value. So far as the ge- 
neral practice of any action tends to produce 
Good, and introduce happineſs into the 
world, ſo far we may pronounce it virtu- 
ous ; ſo much Evil as it occaſions, ſuch is 
the degree of vice it contains. I ſay, the 
general practice, becauſe we muſt always 
remember in judgiog by this rule, to apply 


it only to the general ſpecies of actions, ane 
not to particular actions; for the infinite 


vicdom of God, deſirous to ſet bounds to 

the deſtructive conſequences which muſt o- 

therwiſe have followed from the univerſal | 
r de- 


54 cotrived the nature of things chüt f 
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5 eren of mankind, bas fo wonderful 


; moſt vitious actions may ſometimes a 
dentally and collaterally, produce 4 
Thus, for inftance, robbery may di 
_nſeleſs hoards td the benefit of the publa 

Adultery may bring heirs, and god , 
mour too, into many families, where thy 
Murder free the world from tyrajitai 

oppreſſors. Luxury maintains its th 

ſands, and Vanity i its ten thoufands,: 3 

perſtition and Arbitrary Power contribut 

to the grandeur of many nations, and 
liberties of others are preſerved by che pet 

b petual contentiong of avarice, kxna ves 

fiſhneſs and ambition: and thus the 0 

.of vices and the worſt of Men are du 
3 by Providence to ſerve! ther 
| beneficial purpoſes, contrary hh OW 

1 male 


by the force only of accidental circumſtan- 


the only ſolid foundation on which any true 


which belongs to each, by comparing them 


which they occaſion. © Bur tho the produc- 
it is by no means the End: the great End 


them an opportunity of exalting or degrad- 
12 ing 


thus private vices: become public benefits | 


vith the degrees of happineſs or miſery 


s the probation of Mankind, or the giving | 


ces. But this impeaches not the truth of | 
the Criterion of Virtue before mentioned, 


ton of happineſs is the EMnce of virtue, 


— 


ſyſtem of ethics can be built, the only 5 
plain, ſimple, and uniform rule by which 
we can paſs any judgment on. our actions: 
but by this we may be enabled, not'only - 

to determine which are good, and which = 
ae Evil, but almoſt mathematically tocde- 
monſtrate the proportion of Virtue or Vice 


= 
* 
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; ng:themfelves i in another ſtate by theirke 
haviour in che preſent. And thuvindeedi 


_ | anſwerstwo moſt important purpoſes tho te 
' are; the conſervation of our happinels, ali: 
the teſt of our obedience: for had nt In, 
a teſt ſeemed neceſſary to God's infigite vi A 
dom, and productive of univerſal Good. 
he would never have permitted th ha 
neſs of Men, even in this life, to han Ae 
pended on fo precarious a tenure, ag, 
mutual good behaviour to each other," He 
it is obſervable, that he who beſt K 
our formation, has truſted no one thing i 55 
importance to our , feafon or virtue 
truſts only to our appetites for che'ſuppaihl 
of the individual, and the continuance ; 
our ſpecies z to our vanity, or cotopalialiſ 
for our bounty to others; and to out fe * 
for the preſervation of ourſelves zoe Wy" 
mb 


our vices for the ſupport of Gorell i 


1110 


* 


| 
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Aion of our Religion“ But ſince ſome 


fare could have been; commanded for that 


will v/cful, as the practice of virtue; nothing 


ormity to the will of God, It is this con- 


thel ormity alone which adds merit to virtue, 
d conſtitutes the eſſential difference be- 


ven Morality and Religion. Morality: 
ng bliges Men to live honeſtly and ſoberly, 


0 publick happineſs, and conſequently to 


* kcir own; Religion, to purſue the ſame 
f parle, becauſe conformable to the will of 


morace virtue from prudential confidera- 


ſt of our obedience was neceſſary, nothing; 
nd ſo fit and proper, and.at. the ſame tithe 


ave been ſo juſtly rewarded with happi- | 
ſs, as the production of happineſs in con- 


cauſe ſuch behaviour is moſt conducive. 


tir Creator. Morality induces them to 


„ tions ; 


4 
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dom, prudence,] or good cxconomy, which, 
le health, beauty, of riches, are rather 
RO obligations conferred: upon as by God, tha 
merits in us towards him z for tho we may 
be juſtly puniſhed for injuring ourſeln 


- Infamy, but a Man deſerves no reward 
| honours for not being guiley of it.” Til 
fake to be the meaning of all thoſe palſ 
ges in our Scriptures in which Works arcr 
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| tons; Religion, from thoſe. of gratitude 
and obedience.” Morality, therefore, a. 
| Un abltrated from Religion can have n 


thing tene in it; it being but vi 


we can claim no reward for ſelf⸗ preſervs 
tion; as ſuicide deſerves puniſhment and 


preſented to have no merit without Faith; 
that is not without believing in hiſtoricl 
facts, in creeds, and articles ; but withou 


being done in purſuance of our belief i 
Gody 


- * * , 0 
* 7 1 = 
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God, and in-obedience, to \his commands?*. 


| cannot. omit, obſerving, that the Chriſ- 
lan is che only religious or moral Inſti- 


Books of the Old Teſtament; and conſequently: 
of all the Hiſtory, Chronology, Geography, and 
Philoſophy contained in them; becauſe to theſe: 


ſuperſtitious exactneſs: it could not be the ſame. 


and theological Syſtems founded on ſuch explana- 
tions, for all theſe were the produAtions of later 
0 14 Ages. 
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1nd now, having; mentioned. Scripmares 


+ What was that Faith, which the Author of 
Idee Chriſtian Religion indiſpenſably required in 
il his diſciples ? It could not be a literal, and im- 
dict belief of the divine inſpiration of all de 


the Jews, wha rejected it, adhered with the moſt: 


kind of belief in the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment, becauſe theſe in his life-time had no exiſt- 
ence: much lefs could it conſiſt in a blind aſſent 
to the numberleſs explanations of theſe hooks,: . 
nd leaſt of all in the Belief of Creeds, Articles, 


1 


. = 
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tution in the world that ever ſer in a rj 
light theſe two material points, the Eſſence 
and the End of virtue ; that ever founded 
the one in the production of happineh, 
that is in univerſal benevolence, or, in thei 
language, Charky to all men; the other, 
3 the probation of man, and his obedience 
to his Creator. Sublime and magnificent i 

| was the philoſophy of the Ancients, al 
their moral ſyſtems were deficient in the 
two important articles. They wen al 
built on the fandy foundations of the'innat 
beauty of virtue, or enthu ſiaſtick patriotiſm 

and their great point. in view was the cots 

85 temptible reward of human glory; four 
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4 3 Ages. It muſt Gebe have been this, and thi 
Alone; a ſincere Belief in the divine Author! 
WW. of his miſfion, and a conſtant practice of all Mos 
nia duties from a ſenfe of their being agreeable 


his'commands. 1. 9 A n 
dation 


ſupport the magnificent ſtructures which 


ſelfiſhneſs, and really criminal; and all bu- 


Juſon, The whole affair then of Religion 
and Morality, the ſubject of ſo many thou- 
ſand volumes,-is in ſhort no more than this: 


he Supreme Being, infinitely good, as 


ls by all poſſible means, has created innu- 
merable ranks and orders of Beings, all 


ation, One of theſe is occupied by Man, 
creature endued with ſuch a certain de- 
ee of knowledge, reaſon, and free · will. 

' 
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Jations which were by no means able wo 
they erected upon them ; for the beauty We 
irtue, independent of its effects, . | 
meaning nonſenſe : patriotiſm which in- 
jures mankind i in general for the ſake of * 


particular country, is but à more extended | 


man glory but a mean and ridiculous de. 


nell as powerful, deſirous to diffuſe happi- 5 


ubſervient to each other by proper ſubordi- 


: 
4 : 
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| as is ſuitable to his ſituation, and place; 
W for. a time on this globe as in a ſchoql a 
probation and education. Here he has a 
| | opportunity given him of improving q d 
baſing his nature, in ſuch a manner, 3 
render himſelf fit for a rank of higher per 
| feftion and happineſs, or ta degrade hin 
ſelf to a ſtate of greater imperfectiag a 
_ wn z neceſſary indeed towards .carrying 
on the bulineſs of the Univerſe, but ven 
grievous and burthenſome to thoſe ind 
duals, who, by their own miſcondug, at 
obliged to ſubmit to it. The teſt of th 
his behaviour, is doing good, that is, @ 
operating with his Creator, as far 4s lu 
narrow ſphere of action will permit, in tht 
production of happineſs. And thus tit 
happineſs and miſery of a future ſtate wil 
be the juſt reward ar puniſhment of q 
j moting or preventing happineſs in this E 
6 | | _ 
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artificially.by this-meang|1s the wow all- 
human' virtue and vice contrived, that their 
rewards and puniſhments are woven as it 
were into their very eſſence; their imime-* . 
diate effects give us a foretaſte of their fu- 
ture; and their fruits in the preſent life 

are the proper ſamples of what they muſt 
unavoidably produce” in another. We have 
Reaſon given us to diſtinguiſh theſe conſe-* + 
quences, and regulate our conduct and 2 
eſt that ſhould neglect its poſt, Conſcience, 
lo is appointed as an inſtinctive kind of 
monitor, perpetually to remind us both Wn 2 
our Oy and our . BET 


When we * yi wn mpeg hs 
practice of Virtue is thus inforced by our 
Great Creator, and that all which"he re- 
quires of us under that title is only to be 
happy, that i is, to make each other ſo; and 
when 
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. 2 [ ring and deſtroying each other, and petpe- 


volent deſigns, or why infinite Power _ 


_ themſelyes from this difficulty very con- 
ciſely by aſſerting, that there is in fact 50 


and ſee the whole race of mankind thro' e. 


* 
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When at the ſame time we look bal us, 


very ſucceſſive generation tormenting Inju. 


tually ante tpg the gracious. deſigns 
their Mipkers: it 115 a moſt aſtoniſhing: p 
paſsz Why, God 
mould fuffer kimſelf to be chus deſeated in 
his beſt purpoſes by creatures of. his on 
making; or why man ſhould be mats 
With diſpoGrions to defeat them at th es 
pence of his own preſent and future hapyis 
neſs; why infinite Goodneſs ſhould»form 
creatures inclined to oppoſe its own: bene- 


thus ſuffer itſelf to be oppoſed. ba 


(8 * 11 10 2011 


There are nde 1 1 who extricate 


ſuch 
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lch ofiginal depravity, no ſuch vis 


33 this aſſertion is direttiy contrary to. the 
expreſs. declaration af the Scriptures to 
the opinion of the, Philoſophers and Mo- 


and invariable experience of every hour; I 


has no tendency. to the Center by its natu- 
ral gravity, or that flame has no d 
tion to aſcend. 
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affculty by the ableſt Philoſophers and 
Dirines, with which they themſelves, and 
moſt of their readers, ſeem perfectly ſatisfi- 


ſoning : that Man came perfect out of che 


propenſity to vice in human nature; but 


ralſts of all ages, and to the moſt.conſtant, 


think they no more deſerve an anſwer, 
than they who would, affirm, that a ſtone 


But the. 75 ſolution applied to this | 


ed, is comprehended in the following. rea- 


hands of his Creator, boch. in virtue, and 
| | happi- 


- 
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- all Miſery and Sin, that is, all narurill ant 
moral Evils, dertvr their exiſtence: from 
all fuch therefore the Divine Goodbiek i ; 


. * fufficiently juſtified, by reaſon they could 


not be prevented without the I0ßs Uf f. 
perior Good: for to create Men Free, ud 


at the ſame time compel them to 0 be um. 
ous, is utter wc das. of 


But whatever ur of demonſtration Ui 
argument may aſſume, by whatever fam d 
Preachers it may have been uſed, or by 
hate ver learned Audiences it may har 

been approved, I will venture to fir, 
- "that it is falſe in all its Principles, andin 
its Concluſion alſo; and I think it may bt 
7 clear 


[ 


* * 


I 0 
4 


| happineſs; but it being more eligible tha 
he ſhould be a free-agent, than a mere n 
_ | hin, God endued him with Freedom of 
5 "wil; from the abuſe of which Freedon, 


d 
ab 


"| 
4 
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clearly ſhe wn, that God did not make Man 


wbſolurely perfeRt, nor abſolutely Free: nor, 
if be had, would this in the leaſt have juſ- 


tified the introduction of wickedneſs and 
That Man came perfe&t, that is endued = 
vith all poſſible perfections, out. of the 
hands of his Creator, is evidently 4 falſe 
notion derived from tlie Philoſophers of the 
fit ages, founded on their ignorance of the 
Origin of Evil, and inability to account 
for it on any other hypotheſis ; they un- 
derſtood not that the univerſal: Syſtem re- 
quired Subordination, and conſequently _ 
comparative Imperfections; nor that in the 
Scale of Beings there muſt be ſomewhere 
ſuch a creature as Man Wen all his infir= * 
mities about him: that the total removal 
of theſe would be altering his very nature; 
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and that as ſoon: in he became Perſech b 
mut ceaſe to be Man. The truth of thi, 
ee has been ſufficiently proved an 
beſides, the very ſuppoſition of a a Being o 
"i perfect, and y yet capable of render 
| ing itſelf wicked and miſerable, i is undoubt 
ly a Contradiction, that very power be 

iy the wget imperfection imaginable 
| ei -(102837:" ) 2 
I "That God made Man perfectly na 
les falſe: Men have, certainly ſuch ade 
gree of F ree-will as to make them. AC- 

_countable, and juſtly puniſhable, for th 

abuſe of it; but abſolute and indepetiden 
F cee · will is what, 1 believe, no created Be 
ing c: can be poſſeſſed of. Our actions pro 
ceed from our Wills, but our ls ul 
be detived from the natural diſpaſitions 
implanted in us by the Author of oui l 
ing: wrong elections proceed from wrong 
7 ar 
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* apprehenſions," or unruly paſſions; and 

i, WY theſe from our original Frame or aceiden- 

ul Education: - theſe muſt determine all bur | 
0 actions, for we have no power to act dif- 
„ berently, theſe previous circumſtances 


the fame heads, and the ſame hearts, which 


in Human Nature drawn as ſtrongly towards 
the good ſide, as it now apparently does 


x ſucceſsfully, and with as little infringe- 
is all other animals, are exactly fitted for 


haye inclinations and diſpoſitions given 


. | 'tience 


de has given to the moſt virtuous of the 
ſpecies, they would all have excelled in the 
ſame virtues: or had the Bias implanted 


towards the bad, it would have operated 


the purpoſes they are deſigned for; and 6 


them nn He, who implanted pa- 


continuing exactly che ame. Had Got 5 
thought proper to have made all Men wich "MN 


ment on human Liberty.” Men, as well 


def Man with theſe and all other virtuesz ai 
den his actions would have certainly cm 


_ © certainly no Free- will; that is, nome öh 
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Dioove, might as eaſily have inſpired the htl 


reſponded with his Formation: xherefor, 
in the ſtrict philoſophical ſenſe, we han 


pendent of our . e our c 
the n of n 0 41 'Þ 


EE But were ak cheſs res 

were Men originally ereated both pf 
and free, yet this would by no meansguli 
fy the introduction of moral Evil-z\beeal 
if his perfection was immediately to be de 
| ſtroyed by his F re- will, he — 
neyer have been poſſeſt of the one 4 


much better have been prevented from d th 
ing uſe of the other: let us , Jul 


* — 
San = 


. | fo | 
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fore as long as we pleaſe, e 


infinite power and knowledge created Be- 
ings originally” wicked and miſerable, or 
gave them a power to make themſelves fo, 


to their own waa 8 


1 


whence can we trace its otigin'? Can it pro- 


diſpoſitions to do Evil, and then pariſh 


diſpoſitions:? Strange and aſtoniſhing in- 


little of the univerſal Plan! but it is far, 
think, from being irreconcileable with the 


K 2 i things : 


be the ſame thing; whether 4 Creator of 


foreknowing they would . that power | 


If moral Evil . eee ein Arved 
from the Abuſe of Free-will in Man; from 


ceed from a juſt, a wiſe, and a benevolent 
God? Can ſuch a God form Creatures with 


them for acting in conformity to thoſs evil 


ted muſt this appear to us, who know ſo 


juice of the Supreme Diſpoſer of all 


{'t | 
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things: for let us but once acknowledge 


| ly 
the truth of our firſt, great propoſition, (and I oi 
moſt certainly true it is) that natural*Evil tb 
- ; exiſt from ſome, neceſſity in the nature. Wl ch 
things,. which no power can diſpenſe with Wl vi 
= prevent, the {expediency of moral Evil .. 
will perhaps follow on courſe : ſot if m. n 
ſery could not be excluded from the works Wi j: 
ol a benevolent Creator by infinite power, Wl 
_ _ theſe miſeries muſt be endured by ſome or 
creatures or other for the good of the wile 

and. if there were none capable of wicked: | 
neſs, then they muſt fall to the ſhare" Wl 
thoſe who are perfectly innocent. Herr 
again we ſee our difficulties "ariſe fol un 
| our wrong notions of Omhipotence, aid 5 
| forgetting bow many difficulties", 
* to contend with: in the preſent inſtand it 
it is obliged either to afflict Innocence in 
_ be the cauſe of Wiekednefb it W re: 
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ly no other Option? what then could '” 
nite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs do in 
his tuation, more conſiſtent with itſelf, 
than to call into being Creatures formed 
with ſuch depravity, in their diſpoſitions, 

a5 tO induce many of them to act i in ſuch a 
manner as to render themſelves proper ſub- - 
jets for ſuch neceſſary ſufferings, and yer Q 


2 the ſame time indued with ſuch - A de- 
wm orc * of Reaſon and F ree-will as to put it | 
a ee hem. ang nt 
"of * Some have aſſerted that there can be no de- : 
ws WY recs of Free-will, but that every Being muſt be 
Web lutcly free, or poſſeſſed of no Freedom at 
0 all: and this ſeems to have been the principal er- 
4 ur that has led thoſe who have ſupported both 
has ſides of this Queſtion i into fo many abſurdities; as - 
Ince 


it well might, ſince they were both equally wrong 
in eſpouſing a propoſition; which contradicts both | 
reaſon, and experience, © Brutes have a certain 
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"6 in the power of every individual to db 

them by their good behaviour: uch 
Creature is Mani; ſo corrupt, baſe," 
| or wicked 4s to convert wee in 


en of Free-will j dle oy do wa— then 
for their miſbehaviour, or why do they amehd 
upon correction? yet certainly they have not f 
great a degree as ourſelves. A man raving mal 
is not, nor is conſidered as a Free-agent ; a mai 
leſs mad has a greater portion of Freedom: an 
a man not mad at all has the greateſt z but ſi 
the degree of his Freedom myſt bear a propot- 
tion to the weakneſs of his underſtanding, and 
5 the ſtrength of his paſſions, and prejudices; a 
which are a perverſion of reaſon, and madneli 
far as they extend, and operate on Free-will i 
the very ſame manner: ſo that it is ſo fag 
being true, that all men are equally free, that 
probably there are no two men, who ate palſes 
ſed of an the ſame degree of F regie 3 


* 48 * miſe 
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miſeries into Juſt puniſhments, and. at the 
{ame time ſo ſenſible i on depravity 
and the fatal conſequences of - guilt, as to 
be well able to correct the one, "and to 


void the other. Here we ſee a ſubſtantial 
Reaſon for the depravity of Man, and the 


admittance of Moral Evil in theſe circum- 


ſtances ſeems not only compatible with the | 
juſtice of God, but one of the higheſt 1 in- 
ſtances of his conſummate wiſdom in or- 


dering and diſpoſing all things in the beſt 4 
manner their imperfect natures will ad- 
mit. „ Apith ate LIE 


" . 
of 
o 
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 Ipreſume not by what bas been here faid 


to determine on rhe councils of the Almigh- 


ty, to triumph in the compleat diſcovery 
of the Origin of Moral Evil, or to affert 


that this is the certain or owe cauſe of its 35 


K 4 cxxiſt- 


AT. 


.. vine wiſdom, and juſtice, than any, thi 
: bas hitherto been offered for thay * 


Ir, 


* 136 The N A T . R E a0 76 | 


125 "iy. 1 propoſe it only as a Gueſs co 
cebrning the reaſon of its admiſſion, mon 
| probable, and leſs derogatory from the d 


poſe. if 
"4 | 
„ . 


; * There i is ada ſümetbigg fonts 
in the general Depravity of Mankind tha 
we are aware of, and probably many grei 


85 and wiſe ends are anſwered by 3 it to us w 
ally incomprehenſible. God, as has ben 
ſhewn, would never have permitted the 


exiſtence of Natural Evil, bur from the im- 5 
- poſſibility of preventing it without the lok I 

| of ſuperior Good: and on the ſame pa 
. ple the admiſſion of Moral Evil is e 
conſiſtent. with the; divine Goodneſs: 1 en 
who is he ſo knowing in the whole ſtupa in 


dous. ſyſtem. of Nature as to aſſert, thi 
2100 ö * 
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he Wickedneſs of foe Beings dard, by 
means inconceivable to us, be beneficial to 
jnnumerable unknown Orders of others ? 
or that the Puniſhment; of ſome may not 
ontribute to the Felicity of numbers infi- 


"y ſuperior 3855 | | 
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To this purpoſe the CES Hugedius 2 
Is with great ſagacity, Preterea credibile 
ft, ip/a - illa animi vitia magne bominim 


parti, non fine ſummo concilio data eſſe : Cum > 


enim Dei providentid tali; ft Tellus, "euſque 
cle, quales cernimus, ' abſ urdum enim feret | 


exiftimare omnia bc alia Jah eſſe, Fram 
endure Jive Fe 1 apt 


YES - 


But let us not forgln that this neceſſity 
of Vice and Puniſhment; and its ſubſervi- 
ency to publick Good, makes no alteration 
in their natures with regard to Man; * 


ns Coſnotbetes, Lib. 1. p. 34. 
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the wickedneſs of Men ſome remote hens 


yet that they are all ſo framed, that many 


fits to the Univerſe : z yet that alters not the 


cafe with regard to them, nor in the leut 
extenuates their Guilt. He has given then 


' reaſon ſufficient to inform them, that ther 
Injuries to each other are diſpleaſing to him, 

4p and Free-will ſufficient to refrain from fuck 
| Acdions, and may therefore puniſh, thei 
- diſobedience without any infringement d 
juſtice : He knows. indeed, that though 


none are under any compulſion to do Byi 


Will certainly do it; and He knows, alla 


that incomprehenſible ſecret why it is necel- 


fary that many ſhould : but his knowledge 


having no relation to their determinations 
renders not their vices leſs criminal; nor the 


| puniſhment of them leſs equitable#"ot 


cho? with regard, to God, Vice may be per 
| 8 - haps 
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haps che coofrguarite! of Miſery; char ig 
Men may be inelined to Vice in order to 
render them proper objects of ſuch a degree 
of Miſery as was unavoidably neceſſary,” 
nd previouſly determined for the ſake of 


d 

ron 
ene 
the 


ei publick Good, yet, in regard to Man, Mi- 
in ſery is the conſequence of Vice; that is, all 
0 human Vices Pere Miſery, and are- Jul: . 
5 ly puniſhed by its infection. 8 

oh If it be- objeftd that this makes God the” 
Author of Sin, I anſwer, God is and muſt 
be the Author of every thing; and to ſay 
ll 


that any thing is, or happens, indepen- 
dent of the firſt Cauſe, is to ſay that ſome- 
thing exiſts, or happens, without any Cauſe 
a all, God is the Author, if it may be 
ſo expreſſed, of all the natural Evils in 
the Univerſe; that is, of the feweſt poſ- 
ible in the nature of things; and why 
p n may 


20 vil in the fame manner and on the ſame 
bY: principle? If natural Evil owes its ei 


bes | 5 1 +- \ 
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| may. he not be the Author of all-moral-B/ 


ence ta neceſſity, why may not moral? l 
Miſery brings with ir its Utility, * ay 
gr n Wickedneld ? . — 4 _ 


” 66 « Tf ſtorms and canbqukes break not Hex 
5 0k deſign, * v4 
4 vow then a Bora or « Cuttue- | 


- Wherefore it ought always. to biking 
dered, that, tho' Sin in Us, who ſee i 
_ farther than the Evils it produces, is Evi, 
and juſtly puniſhable; yet in Gods. who 
ſees the cauſes and connections of all thingy 
and the neceſſity of its admiſſion; that a 
miſſion may be no Evil at all, and u 
neceſſity a ſufficient vindication of his Gi 
Il. PR 
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But-it: may be alledged chat chin Prin- 
ple totally changes the Nature of Vice, 
| ſtroys the Criterion before affixed to it, 
d encourages the univerſal' practice of 
nckedneſs : for if Moral Evil, and the 
uniſhment of it, are neceſſary towards pro- 
noting univerſal Good, then the mote 
picked men are, the more they promote 
hat Good; and the more they co · operate 
ith their Creator in compleating his great 
a benevolent plan of univerſal happineſs. 
ut this reaſoning is extremely fallacious: 
xecauſe no collateral,” remote, unknown 
nd undeſigned Good reſulting from Vice 
an alter the Nature of it, or diveſt it of 
riminality z and moreover if that Good 
riſes only from its puniſhment, ſo far is 
t from an encouragement to wickedneſs, 
hat it proves only that the puniſhment 
f it is neceſſary, and unpreventable ; 
nay 
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"nay in its nature incapable: of rem 


| without a penal ſatisfaction from ſom f he 
img or other, nor does: its:co-operationwidhM): 
135 the deſigns of Providence render it e Mer 
| Wer- or leſs worthy of his juſt indien we 
non: all Hiſtoties are filed wiring: 
of te wickedneſs of Men conſpiting eo 
bring about the Couneiſs of the "Almighty 

| fuch were the ambition and ferocity of willy” 
Romans, the obſtinacy of the Jews, n, 
cruelty of Herod; and the treacher/ n 
das, yet were theſe never eſteemed * an 
nne or innocent. ſir 

' pi an. 

Fa 1 | ee dene me 
all Natural Evil derives its exiſtence e 
neceſſity, and all Moral from expedienc m: 
ariſing from that neceſſity ; 3 I ſay, fron g 


this i important propoſition, well configerr 


and purſued, ſuch, new lights might be 
ſtruck 


* 
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luck out as could! not fall, if directed by 
be hands of Learning and Impartiality, to 
Jead the human Mind thro* the unknowu 
regions of ſpeculation, and to produce the 
moſt ſurpriſing and uſeful diſcoveries in E- 
thicks, Metaphyſicks, and in Chriſtianity = 
too: I add Chriſtianity, becauſe it is 3 

Maſter-key, which will, I am certain, at 
once unloek all the myſterious and perplex· 


q 

on, 
be 
with 


and explain fairly, without the leaſt aſſiſt- 
ance from theological. artifice, all thoſe ab- 
liruſe ſpeculations of Original Sin, Grace 
and Predeſtination, and vicarious puniſh- 

ments, which the moſt learned, for want 
of this Clue, have never yet been able to 


make conſiſtent wich Reaſon or n 
ſenſe. 


ing doctrines of that aniazing! Inſiltuton 
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Ia the firſt: place, ſor: inſtance, the Doi 
trine * of Orjgibal Sin is really nothing mo 


'  . than the very Syſtem here laid doum ing 


which we have been led by cloſely purſuing 
Reaſon, and without which the Origin a 
Moral Evil cannot be accounted for on- 
5 principle whatever. Indeed, according uf 
the common notions of the abſolute Omi 
| potence of God, and the abſolute Free-wil 
in Man, it is moſt abſurd and impious 
_ it repreſents the Deity. voluntarily bringing 
Men into Being with depraved Diſpoſition 
tending to no god purpoſes, — e 


* Original Sin | is eee in r 0 


riginal ſi ſignifying innate, and Sin' the act of 
accountable Being: by this expreſſion cherche 
of Original Sin cannot be meant original or it 
nate Guilt, for that is abſolute nonſenſe, butos 
ly an original depravity, or an innate  __ 


to Sin. 0 
; * bitrar 


they occaſion with torments which anſwer 
no ends, either of their reformation or uti- 
lity to the Univerſe: but when we ſee, by 


with which Omnipotence was environed, 


abſurdities at once vaniſh, and the Origi- 


ot his Creator. 


- 


. 
1 * 
J. 


The Doctrines of Predeſtinstion and 
Grace as ſet forth in the Scriptures, an the 
moſt impartial Interpretation, I rake to be. 


vith diſpoſitions ſo extremely bad, that 


guilty of many crimes, and'in conſequence 
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bitrarily puniſhing 3 for the ſins which 


the foregoing explanation, the difficulties 


and that it was. obliged by the neceſſity of 
Natural Evils to admit Moral, all theſe - 


nal Pepravity of Man appears fairly con- 
ſiſtent with the Juſtice, and even Goodneſs 


theſe : that ſome men come into the world : 


God foreknows that they will certainly be 8 


E 


* 


* 


gon 
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be puniſhed for them; char to others He 


N has given better diſpoſitions, and more- 
over protects them from vice by a Pomer- 


ful but inviſible influence, in the languige 


| of thoſe wririogs. called Grace: this Scheme 


has appeared to many ſo partial and unjuſt 


that they have torally rejected it, and en 


deavoured, by forced interpretations, twex 


plain it quite out of the Bible, in contra. 
diction to all the ſenſe of language and the 
whole tenour of thoſe writings: and in- 
deed, on the old plan of God's abſolute 


Omnipotence, uncontrouled by any pH. 


ous neceſſity, in the nature of things, 10 


admit both Natural and Moral Evil, it 


highly derogatory from His wiſdom and 
goodneſs : but, on the ſuppoſition of that 
previous neceſſity, there appears notuing 
incredible in it, gor the leaſt inconſiſtent 
with divine Juſtice; becauſe if God wil 

| | obl. 
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bliged by the natute of "things, and for 
he good of the whole, to ſuffer ſome to 
e wicked, and conſequently miſerable, he 
ertainly might protect others both from 
puilt and puniſhment, , He in this Tight 


ay be compared to the commander ofa 
umerous army, who, tho” he is obliged © 
o expoſe many to danger, and ſome to de- 
rution, yet protects others with ramparts 
nd covert · ways; but ſo long as he exerei- 
6 this power for the good of the whole, 
heſe diſtinctions amongſt individuals ought 
never to be Walk to TRY or che | 


Ice, 


The DoQtrine® of Sacrifice, or Vicarious 
en is che moſt n and N 


ex- 


* If the puniſhments of the wicked ſerve not 
ome ends with which we are unacquainted, the 
utterings of the innocent can * bear no 
L 2 man- 


ug The NAT UNE N 


ö excluſive of this plan the molt abſurd, { 
all religious Tenets that ever entered . 
to the Mind of Man: ſo abſurd is it, thy 
_ - howitcameto be ſo univerſal i is not eaſy t 


be accounted for: Pagans, Jews and Chi 
| : tians, have all agreed in this one pot, the 


differing i in all others ; and have all treated 
it as a ſelf· evident principle, that the Sin 
of one Creature might be attoned for by 
the Sufferings of another: but Irom 
_ whence they derived this firange opinio 
none of them have pretended to give an 
account, or to produce in its deſente i 
leaſt ſhadow of a Reaſon : for that by 


manercoffelation to FRE. ; end conſequently the 
words Sacrifice, Attonement, ' Propitiation, Wl 
. Vicarious Puniſhments can no more have aj 
| ideas affixed to them than the ringing of a bel 
or the blowing of a trumpet, but are mere Soul 
without mY nn at All "70 


- 
- 
. - oy s* — 
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d, Would be any manner of connection between 
ame Miſeries of one Being and the Guilt of 


mother; or, that the puniſhing the Inno- 


cent, and excuſing the Guilty 7 ſhould be a f 
mars of God's Deteſtation of Sin; or, that 


make one of. Juſtice, is ſo fundamentally 
wrong, ſo diametrically oppoſite to com- 


mon-ſenſe, and all our ideas of juſtice, that 
it is equally aſtoniſhing that fo many ſhould 


believe it themſelves, or impoſe it upon o- 
thers. But on the foregoing theory this 
alſo may be a little cleared up, and will by 
no means appear ſo very inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon: for if a certain quantity of Miſery 


in ſome part of the Univerſal Syſtem is ne- 
Þ ceſſary to the Happineſs and Well-being of 
F the Whole; and if this neceffity ariſes from 
s anſwering ſome purpoſes incomprehen- 


lble to the human Underſtanding I will 
- _ 


two acts of the higheſt Injuſtice ſnould 15 | 


— 


L : : : . 8 of ' | G 
1 The N AT U RET 
— . : | | p, 7 
aſk any impartial Reaſoner, Wähy the Si 
" s | , \ I, . 


—___— _ —— — — 
8 — — 
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Miſery has any exiſtence at all, or whati 


— 
— 


4 
. 
' 
j 
| 
| 


—— — rr, — 
® 2 - . 


\  Ferings' of ohe Being may not anſwer «fl ct! 
! Fame Ends, or be as effe&tual; towards pw '' 
| moting Univerſal Good as the Suffering a <* 
another? If the Miferies of ThJividuaralil R 

to be looked bpon as taxes which they n ſo 
obliged to pay towards the ſupport of M < 
Publick, why may not the ſufferings of d 
Creatu re ſerve the ſame purpoſes, or abſos N 
as much of that neceſſary tax as the Sully . 
ings of another, and on that account be, 
cepted as a payment or ſatisfation for 1; 
Sufferings; that is, for the Suffer M 
to the Publick U tility from the puriiſhme | tic 
of their crimes, without which the Happe „ 
neſs of the whole could not ſubſiſt, ul 
they ſhould be replaced by the Suffering I. 
others? As we are entirely ignorapt c. 


tere 
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tereſt it ſexves-/in_ the general Syſtem of 
things, this may poſlibly be the caſe for an) 
thing we ko]. and chat it is not, lam 
certain no ne can affirms / with Reaſon : 
Reaſon indeed cannot inform us chat it is 
ſo, but that it may be, is nn 
contradiction to Reaſon. 


| If I miſtake : not it 5 be 13 that 
this principle of che neceſſity of Moral Evil, 
and its puniſhment, is the foundation on 


Diſpenſation is erected ; the principle itſelf 
is avowed by the Author of that Diſpenſa- 
| tion in clear, and expreſs words : 1 mf 
needs be, ſays he, that offences come: but woe 
unto that man by whom the Offence cometh. 
That is, it is neceſſary towards compleating 
the deſigns of Providence, that ſome men 
EI oC. >. * 


which the whole fabrick of the Chriſtian — 
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2D mould commit crimes ; but as! no Tndivi 
| No dual is compelled by neceſſity to commit 
=O them, Woe unto all, who are thus guily 
| TS He came by his excellent precepts, and ex 
| | ample, to diminiſh the quantity of Mord 
wen ie the World, and of Miſery ek 
= quential from its puniſhment, but found i 
= neceſſary to replace that Miſery in ſomede. 
=x gree by his own voluntary, and unmerited 


oY nos US et, nnd gt * 8 — — 3 
— l 8 boy — — 


= - Sufferings: : and perhaps the vpn 
13 tortures inflicted on his diſciples and follow: 


ers might be alſo neceſſary, and fubſervie 
to the fame purpoſes, 


2 eee been. here ſaid, I think 
it is evident that the Origin of Evil is by 
no means ſo difficult to account ſor 48 

flirſt ſight it appears; for it has beg 

Plainly ſhewn that moſt of thoſe we uluall 

Com. 


% 
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complain of are Bvils of Imperfestion, a 


which are rather the abſence of compara- © 
tire Advantages than poſitive Evils, and he's 


therefore, properly ſpeaking, no Evils at 


ex. N 
a; and ' as ſuch, 'ought to be intirely ſtruck | 
out of the Catalogue. It has likewiſe. been 5 


made appear, that of natural Evils, whick 
ae the ſufferings of ſenſitive Beings, many 
are but the conſequences naturally reſalting 
from the particular circumſtances of parti- 
cular ranks in the ſeale of Exiſtence, which 
could not have been omitted without the 
deſtruction of the Whole; and that many 
more are in all probability neceſfary, by 
means to us incomprehenſible, to the pro- 
duction of Univerſal Good. Laſtly, it has 
been ſuggeſted, that from this neceſſity of. 
Natural Evils may ariſe the expediency ot 
Moral, without which thoſe neceſſary Suf- 
ferings "0 


115 e and leiſure than myſelf, (and mucꝭ 
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ferings muſt have been wich leſs juſticein. 
 \ flited on perſect innocence; and mother 

that itis probable Moral Evil, as well as Ns 
\ tural, may have ſome ultimate tendejicy u << 
the Good of the Whole; and that the efime 
| and puniſhments of ſome Beings. may, 9 
ſome means or other, totally beyond; th 
reach of our narrow tapacities, contribue 
5 the N of much 1 Manke 


This plan, Sir, 1 am ene is not 
far diſtant from the Truth ; and on thi 
Foundation, if I miſtake not, a Syſten 
of Morality and Religion, more camplext 
and ſolid, more conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
and with Chriſtianity too, might be ere del 
than any which has yet appeared: I hegni- 
ly wiſh that ſome perſon of more learning 


mor e 
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more, I am ſure, of all it would require) 
encouraged by your 'Fivour, and affiſted 
by your Sagacity, would undertake it, and 


condeſcend to fill up theſe out · lines ſo inac- 
curately ſketched out *. 
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A cconvine! to my oedpoſed 
Plan there ſtill remain two ſorts of 
Fvils to be accounted for, Political and 
Religious ; under which heads, (if you are | 
not already tired with ſo abſtruſe and un- 

entertaining a correſpondence) 1 ſhall endea- | 


your to ſhew you, that it is utterly impoſ- 
ble, eyen for Omnipotence itſelf, to give 
a petfect Government, or a perfect Religion 
to an imperfe&t Creature; and therefore, | 

that the numberleſs imperfections inherent 
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in all human Governments and Regen 
are not imputable to God, nor any de 
of power, wiſdom, or goodneſs in Him 
but only to- the inferiority of Man's ft 
tion in che U niverſe, which neceſatily d 
- Poſes him to/ Natural and Moral Evilg 

and muſt, for the ſame reaſon, to Pol 

tical and Religious; . are 1 by 
the Conſequences of the other. Super 
Beings may probably form to themſehye 
or receive from their Creator, Gaye 


dif 
del 
cor 
wh 
of 

anc 
unc 
eve 
mei 
hap 
tle] 
wor 
Go 
that 
tabl 


coal 


ment without tyranny or Corruption, | 
Religions without Deluſions or Abſurd 
ties; but Man cannot : God indeed ma 
remove him into ſo exalted a Society 
but whilſt he continues to be Man, he mul 
be ſubject to innumerable Evils; amongl 


which thoſe I call Political and Relig 
are far from being the leaſt, = 


* 


OU 
non 
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But as theſe two kinds of Evils are very 
different, they will require diferent conſi- 
derations 3 I (hall therefore in the preſent . 
confine. myſelf. to the Political only; by | 
which I mean all thoſe grievous burthens 
of Tyranny: and Oppreſſion, of Molence 
and Corruption, of War and Deſo! ation, 
under which all ages and nations have 
ever groaned on account of Goxvern- 
ment: little leſs deſtructive perhaps to the 
happineſs of Mankind than even Anarchy 
Itſelf ; but which, notwithſtanding, are fo 
voren into the very eſſence of all Human 


Governments from the Depravity of Man. 


that without them none can be either eſ- 
abliſhed, maintained or admidiſtered, nor 
coaſequentiy can they be prevented with- 
out changing. that Depravity . into.; perſec- 
ion; chat is, without a compleat Alte= 
nation in Human Nature. How this 

1 ; comes 


, 3 ; 5 : | : 
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comes to paſs may be eaſily explained by 
a ſhort examination, firſt into! che Hit 
and origin of Government in general, mf 
afterwards into thoſe” of particular Form 
and Policies; chan which nothing has been 
more 82121 miſunderſtood! and miſte 
Em gr ee a nts... 


Dan a - its 124M 15; 
As to Ae in general it is uo 
wonder, that it is ſo productive of E 
fince its very Nature conſiſts of "Powe 
truſted in the hands of ſuch impetlebt and 
vicious Creatures as' Men, and exerciſed 
over others as imperfect and vicibus # 
; themſelves 3 in which there muſt be Ph 
Avarice and Cruelty on one Side, "Env, 
Ignorance and Obſtinacy on the "other; 
and Tnjuſtice and Self. Intereſt on bol 
Its Origin alſo ariſes from the ſame im 
pure ſource of human Imperfection "thi 
15 


'by is, Men being neither wiſe nor honeſt e. 
we Wi nough, to purſue their common or mutu- 


cure their lives and properties from the de- 
predations of all: but tho this Neceflity 


covern, becauſe all Men being by nature 


y the Struggles of Ambition, Treachery, 


a olence and Corruption; from ſucceſs 
r which univerſal ſcramble are derived 
he mighty Empires of the Earth: One 


Man at firſt by ſome of theſe methods ac- 


ring the command over a few, then 
m their aid extending his power over 
da ater numbers, and at laſt by the aſ- 
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al iatereſts without, Compulſion are o- 
iged to ſubmit to ſome, in order to e. 


drives them into ſome; kind of Govern» 
ment, yet it can never decide who, ſhall 
qual, every one has an equal right to this 


ſuperiority : this therefore can be determi» 
ed only by more Imperfections; that is, 


M 2 ſiſtance | 
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fiſtance of thoſe-vumbers, united by th 
advantage of plundering others, ſubdy: 


3 —.— 
— 
— 4 


** 


ing all oppoſition: and thus we ſee all Me 
man Government is the Offspring of vol” 
lence and Corruption, and muſt Abe 
the imperfection of both its parents, it 
is plain alſo that national Governmea 
can never be ſupported by any other ms | 
thods than thoſe by which they were 8 
firſt rais'd ; for; being all independent i ik 
each other, and retaining ſtill their origin by 
inclination to devour each other ; ; and hat 25 
ing no ſuperior tribunal to refer to for ju = 
tice,” they can have no means to Kaif * 
their own poſſeſſions, or to repel their mis tha 
tual encroachments, but by force, v 
is call'd the Right of War; that i * 
e 


right of doing all the wrong that ies 
their power: For war, however dignili 
with honours and encomiums by conque 


} J 
' 
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ors and their flatterers, is in fact nothing 
lc but robber y and murder. Nations hav- 
ing no more right to plunder each other 


in their political * in their e Capa- 
cities, e en 1 


If we look into the internal conſtitutions 
of all theſe Governments, we ſhall find 
likewiſe, that they muſt be adminiſtered 
by the ſame violence and corruption to 
which they are indebted ſor their Origin $ 
that is, by hiring one part of the ſociety 
to force the other into. ſubjeRion ; and 
that none of them ever ſubſiſted any long- 
r than whilſt the ſtronger. part, not al- 
vays the moſt numerous, found it for 
their advantage to keep the weaker in 
dvedience : for it ſhould be ever remem- 
bered, as the fundamental of all politics, 
* ** 


than Pariſhes, nor Men to kill one another bs, 


166 rie N A UA 
chat men will never ſubmit to each 5dh 
metely for the ſike of "public Ui 
top remote a benefit to wake 1 | 


on the dull ſenſes of the multitude; * 


muſt be always beat or bribed into dbeh 
ence. Higher orders of Beings may ſi 
. | 

| * Ic any one is ſo ignorant of huckdpl 
as to fancy that they will, let him male then 
periment in a ſingle pariſh, and there, if wiche 
Power or Compulſion, Intereſt or Ga, 
ſolely by the ſtrength of reaſon, and motive! 
public advantage, he can perſwade the inhabitat 
to ſubmit to equal and neceſſary taxes, to repl 
roads, build bridges, incloſe commons, dr 
marſhes, employ their poor, or perform" al 
works of general Utility: if he can accomplil 
this let him retain his opinion, but if he finkl 
utterly impracticable, let him not expect, tht 
can ever be done in a whole Nation, in wh 
| there are ſo many. more factions, intereſts and 4 
ſurdities to contend with, . 
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mit to each other on | nobler motives, from 
their ſenſe of ' Virtue or of univerſal Bene- 
ir; but Man can be governed by nothing 
but the Fear of Puniſnment or the hopes 
of Reward ; that. is, by. Self-intereſt, the 


great Principle chat operates in the political 
World in the ſame manner that Attraction 


does in the natural, preſerving order and 


reſtraining every thing to its proper courſe 
by the continual endeavours of every indi- 
vidual to draw all power and property o 
himſelf “. 


If we deſcend to the examination of par- 
ticular forms of government, we ſhall ſee 


* There is indeed one other method of Go» _ 
vernment frequently made uſe of by the moſt illuſ= 
trious Princes and Legiſlators, that is Fraud; but, 
this operates only by the appearance of Self- 
lntereſt, it may properly be comprehended under 
(hat head, 

M 3 them 


PRES. 
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them all exactly correſpond with this gene, 
ral plan; we ſhall find that none of them 
owe their Origin to patriarchal power, the 
divine right of Princes, or the Uuninfluen: 
ced choice of the people; things which 
never exiſted but in the idle dreams of vis 
fionary politicians; but all to the firupgle 
of Ambition and Self-Intereſt, ſubſiding x 
laſt into ſome kind of policy; either into 
abſolute Monarchy or ſome ſpecies of pt 
pular Government more or leſs emo 
from it, as the different parts of it hare 
had Strength or F ortune to prevail; al 
' which muſt be carried on by the ſame vi 
tious methods of Violer.ce or Corruption, 
and conſequentiy be productive * 050 
berleſs, if not of equal, Evils. 1 


iy 
e 


In abſolute Monarchies, for riſtnc 


great violence muſt be exerciſed to kee 
a | 5 : . . med, 


9 
. . 


— , 
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men, by nature equal, in ſo unnatural a 
Subjetion; this muſt produce plots, re- 
eflions, civil wars and maſſacres; and 
theſe muſt require more Violence to repreſ 
chem : but this violence cannot be uſed 
vithour much corruption; for it is not 
the perſon of the ſovereign, his crown and 
ſcepter, that can "preſerve his authority, 
nor can he deſtroy thouſands with his own' 
hand, like a Hero in a Romance; a'pow- 
erful army muſt be kept in pay to enſlave 
the people, and a,numerous clergy to de: 


ccive them *; whoſe ambition, avarice, 
| 5% luxury 


Be WS 
it has been repreſented as if the Author by 
this deſigned to inſinuate that the whole buſt» _. 
refs of the Clergy was to deceive the people; 
than which nothing can be more diſtant from 
his intentions: all that he means is, that Men 
vill not eaſily ſubmit to Tyranny unleſs their 
conſciences are firſt inſlaved; or that popery 


the 


| Ms 
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| loxury-and, cruelty muſt be Hand yi 
the blood and treaſures of that very Peil 
as a reward for their ſervices: hence infinite 
Evils muſt ariſe; the lives, Iiberties and 
properties of all muſt be dependent anche 
capricious will of One, or, what is work, 
on the wills of his pimps, flatterers and fr. 
vourites': juſtice muſt be perverted by fs 
vour, and that favour can ſeldom be ob- 
- rained but by adulation, ſervility and tres 
chery: this produces all kinds of Mori 
Evils, and theſe beget more Political, 


In Democratical governments, if there 
is leſs Violence there is more Corruption; 
which in theſe; indeed is the Baſis of al 
Power, and productive of the moſt mi 


the moſt effectual ſupport of arbitrary power: 4 
_ propoſition which. hg Nr no one wil 2 
ſume to contradict. 


7 chi du 
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chievous effects here all ttüngv are at the 


diſpoſal of an ignorant and giddy Multi- 
tude, always led to cheir own deſtruction 


by the flimſy eloquence and pretended pa- 
triotiſm of Knaves, Fools, and enthuſiaſ- 


-” 2» = *F FF #S- 


rraordinary Genius, formed for popularity 
by a lucky compoſition of all theſe excel. 
lent ingredients; all ſubordination is ſub- 
verted; and the moſt inſolent and vitious 
of the people mult be careſſed, bribed and 


intoxicated, and by that means rendered 


® TFT. 


= 7 


{111} more inſolent and vitious; and all b 
who by theſe methods acquire their favour 
muſt be no leſs vitious than thergſelves. 
If in deſpotic Governments power cannot 
be attained but by Servility and Adulation, 
in Democratical it can never be acquired 
but by the more pernicious vices of Tur- 
bulence and Faction; for which Reaſon 

theſe 


tic Madmen; or commonly. of ſome ex-_ + + 
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| | ** 4 
. | * A 4 : s 7 1 | 
172 The NAT U | 
© 5 TE. 4 : | 
* 1 
® * 


| theſe are ever ſure to be governed by the 
| molt wicked, ambitious, avaricious, 800 
miſchievous of their Nene 8 


| Mixed Governments, tho' perhaps pro- 
ductive of fewer Evils than either of the 
| former, yet muſt neceſſarily partake of 
thoſe belonging to both, and be ſupported 
by more or leſs of violence, as as they more 


or leſs approach the Deſpotic ; or of Cor- 
ruption, as they come nearer to the Dems. 


cratical principles : the further they brick 
from the iron ſcourges of the one, the 
more will they be entangled in the golden 
fetters of the other; for Corruption mult 
always increaſe in due proportion to the 
decreaſe of arbitrary power, ſince where 
there is leſs power to command obedience, 
there muſt be more bribery to purchaſe it, 


or there can be no government at. all 


X 
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Theſe have beſides many Evils peculiar to 
themſelves, the very excellence of theſe 
ſort of conſtitutions being productive f 
iaconveniences: for this excellence conſiſt- | 
ing princigally in this, that their different 
parts are able to counteract each others 


= > 


vernment are kept tight only by each pul- 
ling a different way, and they ſubſiſt by a 
perpetual contention, like a» body. kept 
alive by the oppoſite effects of contrary 
poiſons: a very precarious and uneaſy kind 
of exiſtence! This expoſes them in ſome 
meaſure to all the Evils incident to both 
abſolute and popular Governments, tho* 
in a leſs degree: ty the oppreſſion” of the 
one, and the licentiouſneſs of the other, 
to factions at home, weakneſs abroad, and 
infinite expence in all parts of their admi · 
niſtration : yet are theſe mixed conſtitu- 


tions 


miſchievous intentions, the reins of Go.. 
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 tions/the very beſt that human wiſtlon 
could ever N for the regulatign of 
human ſocieties,” OO 


4 % * 4 
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1 
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1 All "ry Fein ariſe 14 the nature of 
Things and the Nature of Man, and nut 
from the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of par. 
4 ticular Men, or their accidental aſcendency 
in particular Governments : the degrees of 
them may indeed be owitig to theley. but 
their exiſtence is immutable. So long u 
the Imperfection of. human nature conti- | 
nues; ſo long will Princes, for the moſt 
part, convert that power with which they 
are truſted for the ſake of publick Utility, 
to the ignoble ends of their own avarice, 
luxury or ambition; ſo long will che people 
prefer preſent Self-intereſt to remote benefits 
ariſing from national proſperity z and fo 
long will corrupt miniſters etmployothi 
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,opular veiality ro their own private ad- 
ee and how many ſoever ee 


1 deficit aureus Ute: 0 274 


ap © IS; 


Emu, 
the fundamental error of all ignorant, but 


en, ſpeculative politicians , of 
C * all ; 


It is a ſtrange, but a certain Trath, that in 
politicks moſt principles ſpeculatively right are 
practically wrong: to give à few' inſtances of 
this kind out of many commonly adopted : viz. 
that thoſe who are poſſeſt of molt property wilt 
fight beſt in its defence: that national buſineſs is 
moſt ſucceſsfully carried on by aſſemblies of Men 
uninfluenced and unconnected: that unbounded 
Liberty, civil and eccleſiaſtical, is moſt condu- 
cive to publick happineſs and virtue; all theſe 
propoſitions have reaſon on their ſide, but experi- 
ence againſt them: they all captivate vulgar minds, 
| "mY 


308 ment, and miſchievous ih buſineſs, the en 
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| All others che moſt untractable in \given, 


gines with which knaves work, and hi 
ladders on, which. they mount to refer 


ment: who nc to deſtroy: all g 
vernments, becauſe they are not perſedt; 
and oppoſe all adminiſtrations, "beta 


they cannot govern men by we means 
15 they ale not defign'd, or form'd to be go⸗ 
| verned by : : who, by a Syſiphæan age 
polizitys are ever. labouring to roll up 
ſtone, that muſt * * cheat and 


3 ji look like 908 jen 4 Joak lt 
truth, becauſe they would be true if mankind in 
general ated upon honeſt or even upon tationil 
principles; but as in fact they do neither they 
are utterly falſe, and all political ſtructures buil 
on ſuch unſtable foundations will e fall 

to the eder 8 


"1s : 


10 


neee Way and — 


nent without the total alteration of human 


ral, muſt have the ſeeds; of their oun 


: them be deſtroyed by every exceſs; 
| exceſs of poverty or riahes, of ſlavery 


tir imperfection, that they - cannot: bear 


ſo long as they are conſtiriced 


on 6b. BE I wp 
. e Balle —— 5 
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ont ene 
rhich cannot be excluded from Govern 


they would be endleſs; to inſtance 
cs ow v an ee "x 


099+ of ignorance or knowſedge,/.of = 
bey or profperity:: & ng proof of = 


ceſs even of the greateſt good; and! yet | 
R | 


9 — A power trod in 1 
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corruption, licentiouſneſs, and the pero 
ſion of juſtice, yet without them the libs 


morals ; yet the folly of one part af ma 
kind; and the knavery of the othiet; 


— 


* 
1 


| the hands'of fo imperlect a'creatureavina 
muſt be pernicious and oppreſlive, and yi 
ſomewhere ſuch power muſt be truſt 
All human Laws muſt be liable to mil 
ſttrüction, and mne yet without 
Laws property cannot be ſecur d. Alp 
pular Elections muſt be attended vil 
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ry of * vo ee . 7 
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2 
bas 


cruelty, mee na oo 
unfortunate people muſt inevitably pet 
All religious teſts, and ſubſcript, 
in their own natures ſubverſive of tui i 
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frength and the purſuit of every wiſe nati- 


ry, which no leſs certainly muſt produce 


fon of all manner of Evils natural and 


nithout forms, and ceremomials, potnp, 
and parade yet all ſuch, from the inferi- 
ority of human nature giving itſelf airs of 
grandeur and magnificence, and the deſpi- 
able expedients it is obliged to have re- 


ſomething mean and ridiculous in them to 


exalted underſtandings. All Governments 
re in a great meaſure upheld by abſurd 


without them · Trade and wealth are the 


on, yet theſe muſt certainly produce Luxu- 


their deſtruction. , All Wat is a complica- 


wurſe to ſupport it, muſt always have 


ions infuſed into the minds of the peo- 
Ns 25 ple, 


/ 


moral, that is of miſery and wickednefs'; 
yet without it national contentions can ne- 

yer be determined. No Government cn 
be carried on, nor ſubordination pteſer / d, 


* 


perſon r family to reign -overathem; 4 


1 of ground; an outrageaus zeal for fone 


- Jet without them, qr ſome like hem, 10 


defended by reaſon, yet reaſoncanprodua 


7 


— 


. The NATURE ind. 
ple, of the divine right — 


fooliſh partiaſity for ſome particula ip 


religion which they cannot underſtand, 8 
⁊ ſenſeleſa purſuit of Glory vhich chey cn 
ghever attain; theſe. are all falſe principles 
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nation can long ſubſiſt : they cum never be 


no others that can ſupply their places, e 
very fouriſhing nation endeavours to im 
Prove Arts, and cultivate Reaſon ang goal 

teaſes yet if theſe are extended d re 
or too -univerſally diffqs d, na. pation 
government or national religion gun m c: 
ſtand their ground z. for it is wid d , 
eſtabliſhments as with. old houſes, their de: cer 
formities are commonly their  ſypporth 


and theſe can never be cen of 
endu- 


41 * 
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endangering the whole fabrick. /-In-ſborty 


corrupting the venal, oppoſing factions tc 


popularity, which uſually attends all thoſe 


ment whatever; appearing always to have 
reaſon on their fide, becauſe the Evils of 
ill power are conſpicuous to the meaneſt 
capacity, whereas the neceſſity for thoſe 
Evils are perceivable: only to ſuperior un- 


then of taxes, and ſee the inconvehiences 


of armies, places, and penſions, that muſt: 
5 encreaſe 


no Government can be adminiſder withs | 
out in ſome degree deceiving the people 
oppreſſing the mean, indulging, the greats 


wh; othats and WI n — 4 | 


TOM : Fa 


1. is ahla peoelliey for Evil in in Gas 5 
ernment, . which gives that weight and "= 


who oppoſe, and calumniate any Govern- | 


derſtandings : every one can feel the bur- 
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- eficreaſe\thern; but very few art able wi. 
_ comprehend that no Government enn b Wl * 
ſupportẽd withour them in a certalh degree; c 
aud that the more liberty any nation enge Wl ? 
wy the" greater muſt be their number and ne. Wl 
ceſſity. The moſt ignorant can 'peretive il © 
the miſchiefs that muſt ariſe from com Wl 
Miniſters and venal Parliaments; but it re- 0 

- quires ſore ſkgacity | to diſcern, that A- n. 
blies of men unconnected by ſelf-interef . 
vill no more draw together! in the buline N 
of the publick than horſes without hame6 {i | 

or bridles; but, like them, inſtead ofte il © 
ing quietly guided in the right road of ge L 
neral utility, will immediately run no, a 
ſtop the wheels of government, and * ; 


5 the ' political machine wes” | 


e Eee comes to pin bill 
norant wrongheaded people naturally ru 
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into oppoſition and faction, whilſt the wiſe 


I 


prevented z; that thus. far every honeſt man 
will endeavour to his utmoſt, but to pro- 
ceed farther only fools will hope for, or 
knaves pretend. He knows chat. numbers | 
of men muſt always act in the ſame man- 
ner, if i in'the ſame circumſtances z. that Fo- 
tics are a ſcience as reducible to certainty | 
25 Mathematicks, and in them effects as 
W invariably follow. their. cauſes : that the 
operations of Will are as uniform, as thoſe 
of matter and motion; and that tho” the 

tions of individuals are contingencies, 
thoſe of numbers are conſtant, and invari- 
able: that tho* a ſingle. man may poſibly 
preſet publick utility to private advantage, | 


* >= 22 T7 8 3 


ne 
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numerous bodies ſhould be aftuared by the $5. 


man knows that thoſe Evils cannot be era FX 
dicated;” and that their exceſs only can be | 


or: . 


it is | utterly impoſſible, that the majority f 
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fame geperous and pariotic. principles, dn. 
&o 4 theſe can. ſpring only from Virtue and Wil, but 
| dom, benevolent hearts, and comprehealn 


e may be demonftrared by i Wl 
laſtance: It is by no means uncommem fora fin 
gle Die to come up a Six, altho* the gde fg 
it are five io ons, but that a, Majority ff 
| hundred Dige ſhquld at the ſame time come i 
Six's is ſcarcely within the power of Fortune; 
becayſe the odds againſt each individual become 
almoſt infinite when operating upon the whole 
five hundred together. For the ſame reaſon, ſop- 
rr Sir via to * wiſe, g 


— 


vaty liberal * there would not ie be 
ſmalleſt probability that the Majority of any 
kundted to be choſen out, of the whole, ul 
be ol that ſort, tho elected with the utmoſt" in 
partiality ; * but, if ambition, ſelf-intereſt, and 
corruption interfere in the choice, a8 they mol 
ares will Gele vi render 1 it 9 1 
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underſtandinge; which, being the Forte 
but of a few more exalted individuals, 


2 
* 9 


extraordinary: degree on thoſe who govern, 
vho would thereby be rendered unfit for 


on of that little creature call'd a Great Man. 
He muſt be formed of all kinds of contra- 
ditions : he muſt be indefatigable in buſi- 


and at the ſame time fond of pleaſures, to 
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by a participation of their vices : He muſt 


© 
2 


be employed by, ſ6 many knaves; yet he 
4 muſt 


> 


their occupations 5 Stareſmen and Minifters, 
who muſt be hackney d in the ways of men, 
cannot be made of ſuch pure and reid 


materials; peculiar muſt be the compoſiti - 


be maſter of much artifice and knavery, | 
his ſituation requiring him to employ, and 


can never be” found im the multitudde > be. © | 
povern'd : nor can they be beſtow'd in an 


refs, to fit lum for we labours of bis ſarion,” 


enable him to attach many to his intereſts ; 
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1 honeſty, ax 
| knaves will be unwilling to truſt him 
He muſt be poſieſs'd of great magnanitity 
© perpetually, to eonfront ſurrounding ene. 
mies, and impending dangers z yet ofgrea 
meanneſs, to flatter thoſe enemies, and ſul- 
fer tamely. continual. injuries; and abuſts: 
le muſt be wiſe enough to conduft) the 
great affairs of Mankind with ſagacity-and 
ſucceſs, and to acquire riches and Honour 
for his reward; and at the ſame time foo|- 
iſn enough to think it worth a wiſe: man! 
while to meddle with ſuch affairs at all. and 
- ro. accept of ſuch imaginary rewardsfor 
real ſufferings. Since then in all human 
Governments. ſuch muſt the Governors, and 
ſuch the Governed eternally be, it is certain 
they mult be ever big with numberleſs im. 
perfections, and productive of abundant 


Evils: and it is vo leſs plain, that if infinit 
es Good: 


Y 
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Goodneſs could not exclude natural and 
moral Evils, infinite Power can never _ 
yent — 
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1 ——5 Sie, the picture 1 have ( 
daun of human nature, and human Go- 
vernment, will not appear to you too much | 
of the Caricature kind : your experience in 
both muſt inform you that i it is like, tho? 
your good nature may incline you to be 
ſorry that it is ſo. 3 truſt likewiſe to 
your good ſenſe, to diſtinguiſh, that what 
has here been ſaid of their imperfe&tions, 
and abuſes, is by 60 means intended as a 
defence of them, but meant only to new | 
their neceſſity : to this every wiſe man ought 
quietly to ſubmit, endeavouring at the ſame 
time to redreſs them to the utmoſt of his 


ys which can be effected oy one me- 
thod 
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5 dhod only; that is, by a reformation: 

\ Manners : for as all Political Evils derive 
their Original from Moral, theſe can never 
be remov'd, until thoſe are firſt amended 
He therefore, who ftrictly adheres to Vir 
tue and Sobriety in his conduRt, | and b. 


© forces them by his example, does more rea 


lervice to a State, than he who, diſplace 


520 Miniſter, or dethrones a Tyrant; this 


gives but a temporary relief, but that exter- 
minates the Cauſe of the diſeaſe. No im. 
moral Man then can poſſibly be a true pa- 
triot; and all thoſe who profeſs outrageois 
zeal for the liberty and proſperity of ther 

Country, and at the ſame time infringe her 
laws, affront her religion, and debauch her 
people, are but deſpicable Quacks, by 
fraud or ignorance increaſing the diſorder 
| | they 
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Por they pretend to remedy : as ſuch, I know, 5 | | 
* they have always appear'd to your ſuperior 
judgment, and ſuch they are ever eſtcem'd 
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mean all that madneſs, and folly, i into which 
mankind have perpetually fallen under the 

name of Religion; together with all thoſe 
erſecutions, Maſſacres, and Martyrdoms, 


yich ſome have been induced to. inflict, | 
3 others to ſuffer, from an Enthuſiaſtic 


1 for thoſe errors and abſurdities : Evils 
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NOW come to my laſt 1 of Exile, 2 
which I call Religious; by which 1 
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1 4 che moſt enormous ſize, and which af 


1 A othem are the moſt difficult" to be . 


k 
b 
ä counted for, as their exiſtence ſeems mol h 
: - Inconſiſtent with infinite Goodneſs,” and i f. 
| moſt eaſily preventable by infinite Power 
. For, tho humarl nature could not be e: f. 


empted from natural and moral Evil (w pc 
has been ſhewn) even by Omnipotence, th 


of yet, one would think, a far leſs degreeof MY ir 


power might haye been ſufficient ig u 4: 


defended it from Religious; by. imparting 
to Mankind a true, rational, and'explct 


ſyſtem of Theology and Ethics ; by which ing 

means all the abſurdities of falſe Religions the 

and all the calamities flowing from tho dan 

abſurdities, would have been effectuallypre it 
vented. Wonderful therefore muſt it ap 

| pear, ſince the happineſs of Men, ao e 1 

Es ry part of their exiſtence, ſo much depend car 


> on their Religion, that i * on their enter: 
raining 
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butes, of their duty to him, and their be- 
haviour to eachother; moſt wonderful, 1 
fy, and aſtoniſhing it muſt appear, that 
2 wiſe and benevolent Creator ſhould 0 


taining right notions of God and bis Alu + 


ir have deſerted his Creatures on this ime 3 


portant occaſion, as to have ſuffered them, 
tuo all generations, to have wandered | 
amidſt ſuch perilous precipices in 
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duk; or if at any time he has 9 N 


fafed them any ſupernatural light, that. KK. 
would have been ſo faint and glimmer: | 


ing that it has rather ferved to terrify, $220 
them with the gloomy proſpect. of their 1 


danger, than to enable them to avoid. 
it | 14225 4 | #4 9 £6 © e029 $203. 

If we look back as far as hiſtory will | 
cury us, we ſhall find all ages and nations 


practiſing, under the name of Religion, * 


1 ſuch 


93 "Pool ubm, obſcene, ſtupid and te 
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*\, crable. Idolatries, that it would "diſgn 
human Nature but to enumerate them 


we ſhall: ſee the wiſeſt Men of the with 
Countries conſulting Oracles of wood ad 
ſtone, and confiding, in the fooliſh ſuper- 
ſtition of the flight of birds, the entrails d 
beaſts, and the pecking of chickens; m 
mall fee them bujchering their innocent 
herds and flocks as an attonement for ther 
vices, and ſacrificing their enemies, thei 
5 ſlaves, their children, and ſometimes them: 
ſelves, to appeaſe the wrath of their imag- 
nary Deities, of whoſe worſhip no cruelty 
was too horrid to be made a part; and by 
whoſe infamous examples no wickedneh 
was too execrable to be patroni iſed, At 
length Chriſtianity appeared, a ſketch d 
Morality, the moſt rational, and of Rel. 
gion the moſt ſublime the world had ent 
ſeen; which, if ever God condeſcended i 
At © „ | 


the faireſt pretenſions to be that Revelation : |: 


ternal Excellence, the reaſonableneſs of'its 


Virtue, alone diſcovered the magnanimity 


ſo valike all that ever entered into the 
heads of the wiſeſt philoſophers of preced- 
Ing ages, and yet ſo well confirmed by the 


yet ſo conſonant with it, and what is moſt 


ties of thoſe whio publiſhed them to the 
orld; if we add to this its obſcure riſes 
and amazing progreſs, I think, we can 
ſarcely doubt but that there muſt be ſome - 
"ol 3 thing 
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reveal his will to Man, undoubtedly mites Wm 
nd indeed, if we ſeriouſly conſider its in» 


Morality, the ſublimity of its Theology, 8 
that it alone has fixed the right Criterion of - 


of Forgiveneſs : that its. notions of the 7 
Dcity, his attributes and diſpenſations, are. 


learned diſcoveries of all ſucceeding times; 
ſo far exalted above all human reaſon, and 


woclulive, ſo infinitely above the Capaci- 


* 
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ching Supernatural i in it: and yet, with al bc 
' theſe marks of Divinity ſtamped vpos it 4 
far from anſwering that idea of. Perfection ; 

0 


' which we might expect from the divine 
| Interpoſition, it yas b but a Sketch, "whoſe 
Out-lines indeed appear the Work of acon- 
| fummare Maſter; but filled up from time 
to time by unequal and injudicious hands 
It had many defects in its inffitution 
| and was attended with many and great 
Evils in its conſequiences ; in its Inſtitu- 
don it wanted Vaiverſality, * 8 Authtr 


& By want of Authenticity i is he meant ee 
dhe want of that demonſtrable, and infallible Au- 
thority, of which all hiſtorical F acts are in the 
own Natures incapable ; and which, had th 
friends of the Chriftian Revelation i never pretend 
ed to beſtow upon it, the truth of that event hi 
been no more diſputed, han the trath f n 
0 * _ whatſoever, W 

| | Heir 


Ps } 8 
On 


ORIGIN of EVI ugg. 


icicy, * Perſpicuity; and + Policy, and. 
in its conſequences it was ſoon. corrupt- 
cd, and from that corruption productiye 
af the moſt miſchievous effects. Its great 

„ ee | Au- 


* The ct dat in this Revelation 5 
needs ſurely no other teſtimony, than the Mil- 
lons of Writers, who for ſeventeen Centuries 8 
have Jaboured to demonſtrate, harmoniſe, ſyſte- 
nile, illuſtrate, and explain every one of its 
nous Opinions, that remain to this Day concern- 
ng them all: much indeed of this obſcurity has 
proceeded from Men's endeavours to make it 
what they fancied it ſhould have been, but for 
which it was never intended; that is, a regular, 


the dear, and explicit NO EEOC EN | 
tend + By Policy: A 2 
bai Regulations of human Government, both civil, 


and eccleſiaſtical concerning which the Author 
of the Chriftian Religions has earefully avoided | 
SPA. Fg Siv- 


_— The NATURE 4 
- Author deſigned it not to be exethpted 
from any of theſe Imperfections. He te- 


1 vealed: Rey to 2 ſcmall and obſcure cor- 


ding any directions. All theſe be has 11 to 


be ordered by every State in ſuch a manner as 
| thall appear to them moſt convenient, and has 
_ commanded his diſciples to be ſubject, as Men, 
to their ordinances, . nat only for. Wrath but fo 


Conſcience. ſake ; but foreſeeing the infinite miſ 
chiefs that muſt ariſe from truſting human Oles 
wres with a divine power, he has forbidthems 
Chriſtians, either to exerciſe, or ſubmit to any 
-uthority over each other, under any pretence 
= ol its. being derived from'himſelf : "Ye now, he 

| fiys, that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dm 
ien over them, and they that are great ant as 
t-ority upon them; But it ſhall not be ſo among qu 
De. Matt. xx. 25. And perhaps there is 60 
g ropger proof of the divine Wiſdom: of this gen 
Inttructor of Mankind, than the extraordinary 
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ner of the World in Parables and Myſte- * | 


ries: He guarded not its original Purity, 
which ſcers to have died with himſelf, by: 
committing it to any written Records, but N 
left it in the hands of illiterate Men, who, 
tho' they were honeſt enough to die for it, 


were never wile enough perfectly to under- 
ſand it. All Policy he diſclaims in expreſs 
Words, ſaying, My kingdom is 'not of this 
Verld; that is, I meddle not with the Po- 
litical Affairs of Mankind; I teach Men 
to deſpiſe the World, but not to govern it. 
Nor did He expect any better conſequences 
from its progreſs than thoſe which actual 


caution with which he bas paſſed over a ſubjeft, 


on which no rules could be preſcribed not incon- 


ſtent either with Practice or with Virtue : and 
yet a Subject which all other. Legiſlators have 
eonſidered as their moſt important Object. | 

| WE: | fol- 
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followed: He was by uo means ignorant 
ol its future corruption, and chat, tho? his 

17 primitive inſtitution breathed nothing but 
© NO Peace, and Forbearance,  Good-will- and 
© Benevolenee;;, yet that in-mixing with dhe 
| Policies and Intereſts of Mankind, itwould 
de productive of tyranny, and oppreſigs 
of martyrdoms and maſſacres, of national 
wars and family diſſentions. Think a, 
- ſays he, I come to ſend peace on Earth, I 
come not to ſend peace but 4 Sword: fir 
am come to ſet @ man at Variance againſt bi 

Father, and the daughter againſ ber mother, 
and the daugbter-in-law againf ber mother- 
n A wh. anos too hy fulfilled! 


% 
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"in whac :nſcrutable ſource.'] can 4 | 


ne and all theſe conſequent 
Exils, derive their exiſtence ? On what in- 
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of all things proceed, to ſuffer men thus 
to bewilder themſelves in the labyrinths of, 
error, and from thence. to plunge into the 
gulphs of wickedneſs and miſery, when the 
leaſt direction from [his omnipotent hand 
would lead them thro the flowery paths of 
Truth to Virtue and Felicity? Strange! 
that he has not given them reaſon ſuffici- 
ent to perform this important office! Stran- 
ger | that, if ever he condeſcended to af- 
iſt that Reaſon. with. his infinite Wiſdom, 
eren the Religion that reſults from that ſu» 
pernatural aſſiſtance ſhould be till deficient, 
in almoſt every one of the principal requi- 
ſires neceſſary towards / accompliſhing the 
great and beneficent ends it was deſigned 
for ! that it ſhould want Univerſality to ren · 
der it impartial, Authenticity to malte ir de. 
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gible, and Policy ta — uſeful to . | 


monſtrable, Perſpicuity to make it intelli- + | 


Policies and Intereſts of Mankind, it would 
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t followed + He Was by no means ignorant | 
ol its future corruption, and that, tho" his 


primitive inſtitution breathed nothing but 


5 Peace, and Forbearance,  Good-will and 


Benevolence; yet that in mixing with the 


be productive of tyranny and opprellion, 


; of martyrdoms and maſſacres, of national 


wars and family diſſentions. Think at, 


- ſays he, J come to ſend peace on Ea. 


come not 10 ſend peace but a Sword; far 1 
am come to ſet 4 man at Variance againſt bi 


Father, and the daughter againſt ber mother, 
and the daugbter-in-law againſt ber mother- 


* A TORY: too rah fulfilled! 


"oe ac inſcrutable ſource. | can * 
theſe imperfeRtions, and all thels e 


Exils, derive their exiſtence? On what in- 
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of all things proceed, to ſuffer men thus 
to bewilder themſelves in the labyrinths of 
error, and from thence. to plunge into the 
gulphs of wickedneſs and miſery, when the 
leaſt direction from his omnipotent hand 


Truth to Virtue and Felicity? Strange! 
ent to perform this important office] Stran- 
ger! that, if ever he condeſcended to aſ- 
5ſt thar Reaſon, with his infinite Wifdom, 
even the Religion that reſults from that ſu» 
pernatural aſſiſtance ſhould be till deficient 
in almoſt every one of the principal requi- 
ſites neceſſary towards accompliſhing the 
great and beneficent ends it was deſigned 
for! that it ſhould want Univerſality to ren- 
der it impartial, Authenticity to male ir de. 


gible, and Policy ta — uſeful to Man- 
| | kind: : 


ORIGIN W)EY hi 20g 


would lead them thro' the flowery paths df 


monſtrable, Perſpicuity to make it intelli- — JN 


_ 


| kind: that it ſhould immediately have bee 
corrupted, and from that corruption been 
productive of all che Miſery ds 
on examination we ſhall find, chat cheſs. 
vils, like all thoſe of which we have before 
treated, owe their exiſtence to no defelt of 
goodneſs or power in God, but to the im 
F 
that is, to the impracticability of giving a 
perfe& Religion to an imperfect Creature. 
From whence this —A_— ** 
Ar endeavour to Wü ere * 


Tbere Satin, two methods 4 ve 
know of, by which God can communicate 


of 

of t 
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2 Religion to mankind : that is, either by * 
- the deduAions which be has impowerd Wil =" 
him to make by the Force of that i 4 

0 


ung Reaſon” which he has implanted n 
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him, or by the extraordinary interpoſition | 
of Divine Revelation: now from the firſt 
of theſe little need be ſaid to ſhew that no- 
thing perfect can be expected: our Reaſon | 
is unſtable in ĩts foundations, and uncertain 

in its concluſions ; our lives are extremely | 
ſhort, and our progreſs in ſcience no leſs 
tedious, and retarded by numberleſs ob- 
ſtacles : much of our time is employed in 
getting ideas, and much in acquiring lan- 
guage to expreſs them : few Men have ca- 
pacities to reaſon, and fewer leiſure : ſome * 
having ſenſe but no learning, want mate- 


and no ſenſe, become more abſurd by hav- 
ing amaſſed much matter to miſtake about : 3 
ſo that to raiſe any tolerable ſyſlem of Reli- 
gion, or Morals, from human reaſon, re- 
quires the labours of many generations; 
from all which have already paſt how little 
| E 


nals to work with: others having learning | 
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truth can we collect? and yet perhaps much 
of that little is owing to Revelation, which 
we are apt to think unneceſſary from the 


very aſſiſtance vr have receivrd from it; of 
like the Country-man who deſpiſed tu n * 

| © becauſeir ſhined in the day- time. Wee Wl © 
bor a very ſmall part of che great Whale) i | 
N a ſee that ſmall part ſo ſuperficially, that Gp 
omngrhed nc 44 

| > 

* Metaphyſicians divide all Being jnto Spit, Wl ©" 

and Matter: to Spirit they attribyte motions as. Wil © 
tivity, ſenſibility, thought, will, and reaſon, Wl ©" 
free from all ſolidity, and extenſion to Mun wy 
they aſcribe ſolidity and extenſion only, void of we 

5 ſelf. motion, ſenſe, and perception: but thele pro 
deſcriptions are quite atbitrary, founded only the 
upon their own imaginations, and by ne mii on 
conſiſtent with experience: for Spirit ſeem ts bet 
haue many properties not ſo diſtin from Matter 2 


by its intimate Union with it in the compolition 
8 | # 
4 


ciples of folidity and extenſion, 
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wir of 18. en of + Space or 


o al animals; 8 has =p many ; 
qualities contradiQtory to this diſtinction, ſuch as 
coheſion, attraction, elaſticity, eleQricity, fer- 


mentation, heat, and vegetation, none of which : e 


can 1 


1 Many philoſophers have IEEE, 
and Space as real efſences; whereas they have 
certainly no more than an imaginary exiſtence - 
derived ſolely from the imperſeQion of humen 


conceptions, and human language. They are . 1: 


in themſelves really nothing, and the attributes 
we beſtow upon them are applicable with equal 
propriety to nothing: that is, nothing has hei- 
ther beginning nor end, nor can be comprehen- | 
ded within any bounds. The intervening period 
between hiſtorical facts we diſtinguiſh by the 
names of days and years; the diftances between 


places we call yards and miles, and from this | 
man- 


=o 


— 


— 
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Ju f 8 of *. Infinity or Eteraity : we knoy 


i therefore it is by no means ſurpriſing that al 


| ſcarce any thing of any thing, and leaſt of 
all of the nature of God or ourſelves ; and 


Religions derived from ſuch a ſource ſhould 
de full of Errors and Abſurdities. Ifithe 


manner of expreſling ourſelves they gain the a 
 pearance of being ſomething z whereas abſtrafted 
from thoſe facts, and places, they are really no- 
- thing: ſo that if all things were annihilated, | 
Space would immediately vaniſh, and wy 
| ſpeaking, Time weld be no more. OY 


i * All the Ideas we have of Infinity and B Eh 
nity are acquired by adding in our imagination 
Miles to Miles and Years to Years, / We 
means we come never the nearer to them; fornd 
addition of parts can ever make any thing inf 
nite or eternal; no two objects can be placeds 


an infinite diſtance, becauſe ** would then be 
the 


*+ 


- 


greater Inſight into Nature and Fututity: 
1 anſwer, he certainly might, and. he might 


lo have given him the ſtrength of be 
x Horſe and the ſwiftneſs of the Stag, as well | | 
a | 


u the underſtanding of an Angel but then 


he had not continued to be Manz or if he 


had, he would have ſuffered many ſuperior 
Evils from theſe unhoppy ed 5 


contradiQion in terms; and therefore every thing 


manner which bears no mannet of relation to 


WN N 


> us totally incompreheuſible. 


Arte that Goc wicht have gien — 
Man a more comprehenſive Neaſon and a 


If we coalider. thn other. moth, % +. 
which God can communicate a Religion to by 
Mankind, we ſhall find i: no leſs incapable 


the two ends of Infinity : ab 
that is infinite or eternal muſt exiſt' in ſome. - 

ac ve Tiew, ee wu GOIN 8 
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God is ſufficiently” able to v6 paſk 


of producing a" perfect one i becauſethy 


8 Religion, Man is utterly unable to reteiyt 
it. God cannot impatt knowledge th Oe 
Tires; of which he himſelf nas eng the 
| ineapable by their nature and formition 
che cannot inſtruct a Mole in Aﬀrote ron 
an 'Oflter' in Muſick,” "becauſe 86 8s tn 
| "given them Members f nor Fachſties nece 
ary for the acquiſition of | thoſe ith 
neither i is this any diminution of his! Omni 


potence, becauſe acting in ſuch a mit pol 

| would be willing Contes 0 7 ST Bo 
time: it would be oppo lng "hid'own b. Au 
ſigns, making Creatures what they ate noi ert 
and granting them Powers which he tha on 
proper to deny them: a Revelation wien fon 
fore from God can never be ſuch vp 

to 


might expect from infinite Power, Wil 
* Goodneſs, but maſt condſernd 


- 
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10 1enorance and Infirmities of Man. Wasthe 


+» vic Legiſlator in the World to compoſe 
ee Laws for a nurſery, they muſt be childiſh. 


Laws: ſo was God | d to reveal a Religion to 
Mankind, tho the Revealer was divine, tie 
Religion muſt be human, or it could be of 


lable to numberleſs Imperfections, amongſt 


Authenticity, Perſpicuity and Policy; its 
tion of Wickedneſs and Miſery which muſt 
flow from that Corruption. Great and nu: 


merous Evils | from which it is not diffeult 


* + þ | do 


no uſe to thoſe for whole ſake it was reveal · 
which all thoſe Deſiciencies before: men- 
tioned are abſolutely unayoidable, and im- 
poſſible to be prevented by any power what- 
erer: theſe are the Want of Univerſality, 


certain Corruption, with all that inunda- 


to ſhew, that no Revelation communicated 
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"uh have a beginning and a progreſſion: it 
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muſt at firſt be revealed at ſotne tine uni 
in ſome place; and whenever und Whers 
ever that is, thete muſt have bed tint 
And places in which it was not revealed; 
and therefore it is impoſſible it can be Uni- 
verſal ; and this not proceeding from any 
impotence or partiality in the Reer 
dut from the modes of eniſtende of Al he 
man affairs. PERS beet HR $607 1 * 


R * e en | is 

: Nun va; n * . * 
. want Lairerler ce 
tat is, however conducive it may be in the a 
_ virtue and happineſs of Mankind in gend hey 
l, it cannot be abke commulaicated-to all WW lat 
Men in all ages and all nations of dhe Moi pat 

Ys becauſe, from the nature of things, it muſt inf 
to | 

tho 

poll 
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l myſt likewiſe want Authenticity ; ha | 
is, tho? ity divine Authority may be more 5 
or leſs credible according tc to the circumſtan- 
ces of the evidence, yet it can neyer be 
capable of a direct or demonſtrative proof ; 
becauſe God muſt communicate this Reve- - 
lation to Mankind either by a general ora 
particofar Inſprration: that is, eicher by 
infpiring all men, or by inſpiring a few 
to teach it to others: the firft of theſe me- 
thods, or 4 Univerſal Taſpiration, is im: 
poſſible in nature, and abſurd even in ima- 
gination, and would be the total alteration 
of human nature: the other maſt ever be 
liable to infinite uacertalaty, becauſe th 
a Man may poſſibly know when he himſeif 
is infpired, (tho* that, I think, may be ve- 
ry well queſtioned) yet, chat he ſhould ever 
produce indubirable credentials of a Diving 
Commiſſion to-athers, who are miles the 
P 3 
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0 5 deem utterly iepraicable, there being no 7 


- underſtand indeed nothing about them, but 


— 7 
* 


marks by which' the fat can be aſcertiſtel, 
1 1 4 r any faculties i in i the human mind which 
are able t to diſtinguiſh i it; che excellene of 
| the e Revelation/ | he teaches, its E. 


5 more or leſs probable, butcan never, amoun 
to a certain proof, becauſe we know ſolittle 
of the ends and conſequences of thingy and 

| ſo much leſs of the nature of Miracles; ve 


chat we: ourſelyes, amd unable n to: gem 
them ; but hat Beings of ſupetiar;Qiden 
may be able to do cannot tell not ye 

what power, inclitation or permiſſſ ſod 
Beings may have to deceive us. I Ain. 

bony therefore we can be certim If l 
ivine _— of a Revelat 10 eve by 

20 8 | a peſ* 


thor, much leſs can we be aſſured of it 


or Hiſtory ; for whoever, obſerves che pro- 
penſity men have to impoſe upon themſelyes. 
and others, how difficult. it is to come at a 
true repreſentation | of the commoneſt fact, 
even at the diſtance of a few miles or a few- 
years, will be eaſily convinced, that all bus, 
man T raditioh can be nothing more than a, 
Complication of deſigned Fraud and i inevi- 
table Error; a Glaſs which miſrepreſents 


T : — * 


Knavery | for the iolpection of Folly, and 
Credulity. Hiſtory indeed carries wich it 


to infinite Imperfections: we can never be 


not intend to impoſe on others; and there- 
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perſonal communication with its firſt Ru. 


thro? the fallacious mediums of Tradition N 


all objects by magnifying or diminiſhing 
them, juſt a5, 1 it is placed by the, hand of | 


2 greater Authority, but muſt ever be liable © 


certain that the Writers of it, being Men, | 
Were not impoſed upon themſelves, or did 


4 * fore 


wk fore its original evidence canbet 'be-conely. 
"4 ſtye, and muſt grow daily weaker in p- 
TR portion: to its antiquity: it muſt neceſſarily 


-_- 
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be ſubjeet to all uncerrainties proceeding 


11 6 
from the variation of languages and cuſ. 1 
toms, ignorant tranſeribers, falſe” trüb. 0 
tions, interpolations and forgerles; and as by 
te hiſtories of Religions are more connett- Wl 1 
ed with Mens intereſts than thoſe of other Ml of 
occurrences, ſo they muſt be ever more ſub- tha 
je to theſe Frauds and Impoſitions 3 BL 
the ſame reaſon that a Bank · note is wor Wl 7c 
kkely to be counterfeited than à Nen 


Paper. It is therefore impoſſible that ff 
tory can afford us any certain proof ofa 
ſupernatural and miraculous diſpenlation, 
becauſe a Fact, unlikely to be true, can be: 
ver be demonſtrated by a relation not im- 
poſſible to be falſe. If it be ſaid, that Gol 


may inſpire the writers of oo 
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Records! with 'Tnfallibility;" F anſwer; the 
Proof that he has {6 inſpired them will be 
4 attended with no leſs difficulty than the 
| WY creo? of that divite sothörley wen ie to 

5 be eſtabliſhed dy it; and it muſt ever be 
dard to prove the truth of 4 Revelation | 
by the infallibility of its Records, and the 
d infallibility of its Records from the truth 
of the Revelation. It is plain therefore, 4 
that, tho“ infinite Goodneſs may reveal 4 
Religion to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, 

yet infinite Power cannot, by reaſon of that 
Imperfection, give to that Revelation ſuch' | 
a degree of Authenticity, that is, ſuch a 
demonſtrable proof of its divine Authority, 
3 ſome Men unreaſonably expect, and 
n N 
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* Nothing hace mans by any means 


to invalidate the authority of Revelation.; that 
of the Chriſtian is poſſeſſed of as much certainty 
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It muſt want Perfpiayity : that is, it@uſ 

de much more obſcure both in its ſpeculative 
and practical Doctrines, than might beex. 


b pected from the interpoſition of infinite wil- | 


dom, truth and benevolence. Ig its ſpecu- 


lativeDoArines, Obſcurity muſt be rag 
able, becauſe they muſt treat of ſuhjech 
above the reach ol our Comprehenlions; 


| which neither eye bas ſeen,. nor ear heard, 
* nor has entered i into the heart of. Man to 
| conceive J and therefore no Power can im- 


part to us clear and explicit Ideas of uch 


things wich out firſt beſto ing on us den 
culties and new ſenſes ; that is, wide 


as the nature of the fact, and the nature of ts 
evidence” will admit of. "Thoſe who endeavour 
- to beſtow more upon it, do in reality: but me 
it leſs; and, like unfkillful Architects, weaken 
4 building already ſufficiently ſtrong, if over- 
Lemon NE rene, . e 
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be likewiſe to a certain degree obſcure in its 
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total alteration of our Natures. But what 
is moſt of all extraordinary is, that ĩt muſt 


practical and moral precepts; and this from ö 
a reaſon not the leſs valid for having never 
before been inſiſted on; which is, from the 


Nectflity of Moral Evil: thar is, fioce | 


God, as has been ſhewn, was obliged by | 
Neceſſity to admit Moral Evil into the Cre- 


ation, he muſt probably be obliged, by the 
ſame Neceſſity, to ſuffer it in ſome degree 


to continue ; and therefore cannot inforce 


the univerſal practice of Virtue by laws ſo 
explicit, by chreats and promiſes ſo glaring, 
and by commands ſo inconteſtably ofdivine _ 


Authority, as can admit of no doubt; for 
theſe would be ſo abſolutely irreſiſtible as at - 
once to eradicate all human Vice, which has 
already been proved to have been admitted 
only from the impoſſibility of! its excluſion | 5 
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- tence could not prevent the exiſtenes of 
Moral Evil by the original formations 
3 Man, totally to extirpate it by Revelation 
would be to counteract his own wile, tho 
WO incomprehenſible defigns ; and therefore 
= Divine Revelation can never be a.regula 
Body of practical inſticutes, clear and pe- 
13 ſpicuous, free from all doubts and alterc- 
= tions, inforced by perpetual Mirgeles, by 
viſible and immediate Rewards, and Pu- 
niſhments ;, but a ſtill, Voice. whiſpering 
gentle Warnings, divine Admonitions and 
: ſupernatural Truths ; a Light ſhining i in 
a dark place, illuminating to a certain de 
gree the native obſcurity of the human 
Mind, and diſcovering by faint glimmer: 
ings the Deligns of Providence, and a 


4 ſtant Prospect of ln Life. au 
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Mankind can be conducted in the Govern- 
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only a general ſyſtem of religion and mora- 
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never preſcribe political rules by which © 


ment of Nations, or their pretended-rights 
of War and Peace, becauſe all theſe affairs 
being incapable (as has been, ſhewn) of be- 
ing carried on by any other means. than 
thoſe of violence, fraud, and corruption; 
2 Divine Reyelation cannot poſſibly give 
any directions about them; becauſe all. 
ſuch muſt be neceſſarily inconſiſtent either 
with Virtue or with practicability: totally 
to forbid theſe methods of governing man- 
kind, who can be governed by no other, | 
would be deſtructive of all government: 
to allow them, of all Morality : and there- 
fore it is neceſſary that Men ſhould be left _ 

to act in theſe matters at their peril, as par- 
ticular circumſtances may require, with 


lity 
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naey for heir guide. If a-divine-Revelato 


can give no laws for the management of of 
Quvil Government, much leſs can it inflitnns WM „e 
L any new policies peculiar to itſelf, underthe WI liv 
names of Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical; al m 
which, however divine in their Original, m 
mult. neceflirity- be adminiſter'd, iF"admi- W m: 
niſter'd by Man, by the ſame 'unjuſtifiable W cic 
methods as others, with this additional in- wh 
Te convenience, that they could never be Juſti din 
' reliſted, God cannot therefore, * appre- fa 
hend, delegate Spiritual power to Mn, W 


without patronizing all that Violence, Cor: 
ruption, and Iniquity, which muſt reful 
from i it, and without which no power in 


the hands of Men can be exerciſed over thi 

For the imperſection of Man b bo 
Wasgele with the purity of a Divine n 
Government. The Government of all eres me 
tures muſt correſpond with their natutes by 


- "and 


i a 7 Ss”) ö * 22 8 1 
4 * 
4 * 

% 

* 
* * 

* 
: - « _ . 
# - 
: 


vernment, as that Wolves and Tygersſhou'd 
lic together under the regulations of hu—-— 
man Policy: but moſt of all impoſſible it ie 


ciety; for they muſt immediately claſh : and 


ſtroy all Civil Government whatever. 
4 ry 4 W. „ rp * 17 " +01 by 


and from that corruption be productive of 


partake 


o 10% 5 Ev. 22; 


and it ſeinwto-ie cfirigiuliitle chat Societies 5 
of Men ſhould ſubmit under a Divine Go- 


muſt: be that a divide and human Govern— 
ment ſhould ſubſiſt together in the ſame So- 25 


whenever. that happens, the leaſt ſpark, of 
divine.autharieys. If æeally divine, muſt in- 
fallibly conſume all human power, and der- 


Laſtly, it muſt very ſoon be corrupted, 


the moſt miſchievous effects: for, as the 
pureſt ſtream pour'd into an i impure veſſe! 
| muſt partake of its impurity ;; ſo muſt the 
molt perfect Religion, that can be reveal'd - 
by God to ſo imperfect a Creature as Man, 
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5 _ partake of his imperfection, .andygraduc 
many and great Evil, both naturalgndae- 
2 that * . of chat miſery, . 
vent: d no niſm can e 
1 — 
come to paſs from 2 train of unsebidäble 


conſequences, which muſt invariably follow 
- their cauſes, - 8 as human AY 


Haves what it i. . + (:410105 wn! 
* 


For inſtance, * a 185 15 8. 

is firſt communicated to mankind, ir ff 
be received if received ut al) b 
precepts are approved, and in a 
lievedz and all thoſe nations maths 
approve the one, and bekevr the other 
muſt eſteem it both their intereſt and thei 
n Ln Tn. 


* 1 
_ 


erwin . ns 2 | 


8 een 0 all 11 | 
proleſs it / by farm rpm it their nations 
l Religion, and:gublick, worſhip; und by: 
maatginigg i, Order pf Mien te fcb 
that Religions and.;aminiſter/rhot w, 

to the people all-whith amounts to n Ny! = 
onal. Egabliſhment/ Nom the moment” | | 
oy Religion hecomes national, vr-eftabliſh- 

ed, its purity muſt; certainly be loſt; Beeauſe 
nchen ien able e ker ie unn 5 
ith mens intareſts y and if anne, in 
muſt nevieably;; he pervertei by then. 
Whenever temporal advantages ate annex'd 
any religious-profeſion, chuy will be füt. 
to call-in all choſe / uh evg 10 zeige e 
alle khaves will embrace I for the fle 0 _ 
ntereſt,} fools, wir fold wenn for de e 
of faſhigh ; ard hen örſee ir is in ſuchk 
hands); Ommnipotence fa! cam never pre = 
wx "ow CORY d..- 
92 blogt. 2fls 8 8 iche e 
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An the ſole poſſeſſion of all its promiſes;and 


Childhood, the weakneſs of Age, and the 
 Ighorance of the vulgar to work upon; [ 


| ers, yet being but Men, vill not fails 
convert all the mighty influence the mul 
derive from them to the ſelfiſh:ends of their 


"rey from! it they will lay claim to-powers 
which it never deſign'd chem, and ro poi 
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|  ſeſſions'to which they have no right; to 


Found all Reason, and-teſts impoſed WW] 
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bo; are maintained to ſupport its inter, 
Vll Gerifice them to their ounz and being 


all its terrors, and having the tenderneh of 


ſay, theſe Men, veſted with all theſe poy. 


ly to the total deſtruction of its Original Pu. 


make good theſe falſe pretenſions, falle bil Ul | 

. tories will be forg'd, and fabulous tradition | 
invented; groundleſs terrars will be flung | 

out to operate on ſuperſtition and timidity 
Creeds and Articles will be conttiv co 
* 


_ 


* >, = &Q © 


SS 2” _ SS XX a TT I = & 


out all who have honeſty or courage enough 
to reſiſt theſe unwarrantable encroachments, 


Devotion will be turned into farce and pa- 
geantry, to captivate men's eyes, that their 


pockets may with more facility" be invaded: 


they will convert Piety into Superſtition, / | 


* Zeal into Rancour, and this Religion, not- 


withſtanding all its Divinity, into'diaboli- 
cal malevolence. By degrees knaves will 
join them, fools believe them, and cowards 


be afraid of them: and having gained ſo | | 


conſiderable a part of the World to their 
intereſts, they will ere& an independent do- 
minion among themſelves dangerous to the 


| liberties of Mankind, and repreſenting all 


thoſe who oppoſe their tyranny as God's 


enemies, teach it to be meritorĩous in his WI 
ſight to perſecute. them in this world and 


damn them in another. Hence muſt ariſe 
Hierarchies, Inquiſitions, and Popery; for 


Popery i is but che conſummation of that ty- 


* | rann 


D e 
rennx which Every religious Syſtem. | in the 

| bands of Men vin perperual Pert e 
| whoſe Princip les they are. all. ready xc ta adopt 
eee they ae fortunate enough to mes 
with its cer 


their; exiſtence, blood · ſned anct:defalation, 
Dee maſſacres, and martyrdom 4 
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His "Tyranny. ber ſubüſt Vithödt 
fierce” and fort ik ppm, from 
whetice innumerable Sects, ; Sehiſis, and 
Diſſentions will Aft "tip cketviedy ontentibis 
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| heads, each gaping for that very Pocher, 


which they are fighting to deltroy, tho | 
able either to acquire or retain it 3 und . 


eee of their conſtant oe 
tants, Ignorance, Self-conceiz;;Hi:breeding, 


[ Odtinaogz"Eeiareby, and Codfu5n) BY 


theſe conteſts alt kinds of Rvikk mit detive 


SAS i nag} 15 


All theſe. Veils „vou lee, pre but the ge 


0 hp e of the national | Eſts 
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pe” 
or 200063 885 pas bo 77 8887 a 
binden of an agen jeh God kan 


or keep ir unmixed with hir if 


muſt be its Excellence) the g greater its 22 ne | ; 
" cellence- the more oniveral muſt be its its. 3 
Approbar don; ; the more it is 8 

the more ic muſt be ericouraged 3 the more j 

it is enccutage, the loner it will be eflab- | 
. liſhed; and che ſooner ik it 18 ellabliche, che 


ci its excellence, and men 8 app robation ;" 
no more thin” the "akernatife 00 its "roral 
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b l. 5 | 


cotta tibals? to Man, in (PRINTS 
Divinity can fever long 'pelefve ics pity 


his folly'and wicked Mig; Un 


the Divipity . of a, Revelation 10 heing 


able to preyent its corruption, that i ; 
but increaſe and haſtep | itz for the 14 


ſhare of De i it 'partakes, the router 
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| ſooner } it "muſt be corrupted and Tt 
fublervient to dle worſt Purpoſes 'of the | 
_vorlt of men! 3 vet it i is plain this Eitab- > 
 iſhment is is no mote chan the conſequence | 
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FE extinction, and without which it cannot be 
71 preſerved at all; and therefore the corrup- 
| tion of every divine Revelation communi- 

7 cated to Meng. is, mn 


"t 


"From whit has bo here faid it pen 
| plainly, that all the numerous Evils which 
adhere to, and all the miſchievous effects 
5 which follow all human Religions, whether 
natural or revealed, by no means ove 
their exiſtence to any want of. power, vil 
dom or goodneſs in God, but Ike al 
others, to the imperfection of Man; that 
is, to his folly and wickedneſs, which muſt 
Inevitably. corrupt them. It is allo, 1 
think, no leſs evident, that all arguments 
levelled againſt the divine Original of. + 
_ Chriſtianity, founded on its 'imperfeRtions 
and pernicious conſequences, (which ade 


8 al py think. that have: any weight) an 
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be proved to be voin and inconcluſive; and N 
this not by concealing or denying thoſe 
imperfections and pernicious conſeqquences, 
a3 many have abſurdly attempted, but 
by fairly ſhewing, that they all proceed - 
from the imperfections of thoſe Creatures | | 
to whom it is revealed; and that, ſo long 
as thoſe continue, theſe cannot be prevent- : 
ed by any wiſdom, en, or Aarne 
whatever a | | 
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'* If we look into the Deiſtica Wriings of | 
all times, we ſhall find, that they have al- 
ways attacked the Chriſtian Religion moſt ſucceſſ- ' 
fully from this Ground ;. they have ſhewed the 
many ImperfeQtions that adhere to it, and then 
concluded, that nothing imperfe& could derive 
its Original from God: their adverſaries have in- 
judiciouſly denied thoſe Impetſections, which for 
the moſt part are true, and agreed to their Oon- 
cluſion, which is indiſputably falſe; for every ching 
we poſſeſs is derived from God, and yet we poſ- 
ſeſs bb endued with abſolute Perſectlon. 
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ith is ſo 1 ME 5 d ih e 
even to the exiſtence of the 8 b. 
- comprelictfible W hole L have ſhewů that 
all- ſubordination muſt: inoply-imperledtio 
in ſome Beings or other'y? and that fw. 
*-perfe&iba” mutt” conkſt in thi "el 
Sonner ne 5 od, ors ie adonitfion ba 
"ive Evil. Nn 27 K 


Exile wh uſually complain, of are v1 of, the 
fut kind the Want anly of cholh perſe- 


5. tons we ſee others enjoy, or imagine ißt. 
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vil at ell; chat thoſe of the latter ſort, or 
poſitive | Evils, are lock a froitheHitore. 
of rhings mult intryde rheinlev itt alt : 
Creation, and therefore that Omnipotehce 

7 kar 


an dy ae more. aß make choke N 1 85 
Syſtem, v which admits! the feweſt ; z b being ob- 
liged by x the im rfection « of all i 

ings,,. the 5 of Mater 
ſome incomprebenible 3 
Good and Evil, Rape and Miſery, "to. 
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l have likewiſe ſhewn that Moral Evit may 
have 1 its necelit th and atility, a0 well as Na- 


neceſſary, Mit" ones aft erpedient, 10 | 
prevent that neceſſaty Miſery from faſting | 
to the ſhare 6f Perſecr Innbcrnct, ad ts 
convert vnavoiable ſifferrgs into juſk pas 3 

niſhments ; that tho * the eſſence of ill M. 
ral Evil confi in the produttion of Nadie: 
na, ſet it may have fome collatera? tendeticy | 
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to Good: and that the Wicked, whilſt they 
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diuey occañion, may probably, by thut hen 
' guilt and puniſhment, ſome way: rempteh 
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_ Political and Religious Exils miſt of 
| courſe be unavoidable, they being but the 
certain conſequences of the _ that 
all human Government muſt” be in the 
h higheſt degree imperfect, and big with al 
manner of 'Evils, being the dominion af 
ignorant and wicked creatures over each 
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ed only by fear of puniſhment or hopes af 


be founded on Violence or Corruption 
and ever ſupported and adminiſtred by the 
fame vitious and , unjuſtifrable' methods! 
that no . whatever can give a perſed 


are juſtly puniſhed: for the miſeries which 


Contribute to univerſal happineſa. Thar 
ſhewn that if Natural and Moral, n 
could not be prevented, che exiſtence of 


other; that, as ſuch creatures can he gen 


reward, all Government amongſt them mul 


Rel. 


either by Nature or Revelation; not by na- 


on which a Perfect ſyſtem of Theology or 


Ethics can be erected; not by Revelation, 
becauſe he wants faculties to comprehend. 


ſhould- be' imparted to him ; that, was he 


gion, it is not poſſible he could long retain 
it; becauſe, if it could be kept entirely ſe- 
parate from his worldly intereſts; "it would | | 
ſoon be neglected and periſh in oblivion; 


=. i= > 8 =S.-%, =» & <> << Y ©”. = 
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eſſence, ſo that national eſtabliſhments 


ofallibly productive of its deſtruction. 
That all theſe Evils proceed not from 
wrong diſpoſitions or accidental cauſes, but 
4 ĩ y ſingly 


Religion to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, : 


ture, becauſe, whilſt chat is human nature, 
he can never diſcover by Reaſon the Truths 


ſuch ſupernatural diſtoveries, altho* the/x/ 


capable of once receiving a perfect Reli- 7 


and, if it was not, ſuch a connection would 
quickly corrupt its purity, and deſtroy its 


would be neceſſary for its ſupport, and yet 
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ingly and ſolely from the impertetiieht of 
Man; and yet that in the gradatian' from 
infinite perfection to abſolute nothing, there 
muſt be one rank occupied by ſuch a Cres. 
ture as Man with all his imperfections 
about him ; that theſe imperfections mult 
be annexed to his ſituation, and adhere to 
every thing that relates to him, to his haps 
pineſs, to his morals, to his government 
and to his religion: that, in like maanet 
all other crearedBeings muſt have Bil 
and Imperfections peculiar to their ſtatioꝶ 
and proportioned to their inferiorĩtyʒ not 
withſtanding all which, there is as:much 
Good, and as little Evil in the | univetal 
ſyſtem as the nature of Creaticn-will-admit 
of; and that therefore it is a work-equal 
to what we might expect from the Ope- 
rations of iafinite Benevolence er jr 
infinite Nene. 1 os 
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